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Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, MAY 27, 2026
Recording Link: None

Attendees:

American Red Cross UC Davis Fire Department

Audubon CA-Bobcat Ranch West Winters Fire Safe Council

Cache Creek Conservancy Winters Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council Yocha Dehe Fire Department

Catholic Charities Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
City of Winters Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas
Dunnigan Fire Protection District Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
Esparto Fire Protection District Committee

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting as modified: May 27, 2026 Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross,
Second: Kate Laddish, AYES Unanimous, Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from April 29, 2026. Motion: Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department, Second:
Moira Fitzgerald, Capay Valley Emergency Response Auxiliary. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements and News: All

Western Yolo Grange in Guinda — requested to be added as an agenda item to the June 24 meeting — they are
working on a proposal for the Grange to make it a center for residents when there is an emergency or power
outage. Will request assistance with funding.

Cathy Suematsu requested to be added as an agenda item to the June 24 meeting — Rumsey Improvement
Association — working on a proposal for Rumsey Hall to make it a center for residents when there is an emergency
or power outage. Will request assistance with funding.

5. ACTION ITEM: Early Action Funds budget shift. YCRCD requests moving $50,000 from Task 3 (contractors) to
YCRCD staff implementation (Tasks 1 and 2). See budget in Coordinator Report. Motion: Moira, Second: Chief Jack
Snyder, Winters Fire Department District AYES: Unanimous
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6. ACTION ITEM: AB 2037- Wildfire Mitigation Aging and Disability Grant Program — Kate Laddish requested a leter
of support from YCFSC. Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross, Second: Elaine Roberts Musser Motion Approved.
e Pilot Program for Home Hardening Assistance
e Requires Agencies on Aging to administer to grant funding to individual homeowners
e Helps people that wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford defensible space funding
Kate will draft a letter, send it to the group for review, Jonathan signature

7. Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead
e CAL FIRE Report: CAL FIRE Staff- Battalion 19 is fully staffed
e YCOES Report: YCOES Staff —county is doing a table exercise simulating a cyber attack.
e RCD Reports
1. Capay Valley Extreme Heat Plan — New Season Community Development Corporation worked with
De Colores and Valley Vision to write a planning grant. Tanya is a community champion and her
championed project is to develop a resilience hub.

a. Presentation from Valley Vision upcoming. Resilience Center is a place for people to go
where the power is out, smoky conditions, air conditioning, etc. Centers are equipped with
generator, air filtration, insulation — a place where people can shelter during heat or other
extreme events. Yolo County OES is working with Yolo County Sustainability to shepherd this
effort forward.

b. Regional Resilience Collaboratives are also working on Resilience hubs across Yolo County.

2. Project updates
a. Potential new project: Dry Creek confluence fuels work, Winters
i. Potential project that the CCC’s may assist on — the landowner is interested in
prescribed fire, but it is not feasible at the moment
ii. The property has access issues which may be tackled in upcoming seasons, but in
the meantime, CCCs crews may be available
b. Planning: Wildfire Awareness signs on Hwy 128 and Hwy 16
i. Signs may be able to break ground in a couple weeks to get them built.
c. Completed: Dry Creek section north of Hwy 128
i. Fuels reduction along 1,700 feet of Dry Creek — chainsawing and dragging brush to
chipper in rough terrain — occurred first and second week of May with YCRCD staff
and California Conservation Corps
ii. Reduced patches of arundo
d. In progress: Contract Grazing with CAL FIRE funding
i. Grazing near Positas Rd to create a grazed fuel break between Highway 128 and
homes along Positas Rd — grazing will occur in the next coming weeks
ii. Additions to Rumsey Buffer:
1. Rumsey Grazing Project — a grazing plan is being written for multiple
properties in Rumsey
2. Front Country Fire Break — northern 1.5 mile area is being planned
3. Grant updates -- Tanya

a. Three FEMA grants are available with millions of dollars — Kate Reza, Yolo County RCD can

provide grant writing assistance to fire departments, if interested.
3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli-YCRCD staff and City of Davis FD and open Space are
planning a 21 acre burn at the South Fork Preserve. Not a PBA event.
4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Alli-Chipper day coming up in June
5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young:
e Quail Canyon Grazing Project is currently underway — 48 hour rotations on paddocks
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e Biochar workshop on weekend of May 16 — cancelled due to extreme winds —
options to reschedule this weekend — if interested, reach out to Karin Young at
Karin.young@solanorcd.org.

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley: No report.

2. Colusa Fire Safe Council: writing a CAL FIRE Forest Health grant and applying for CoCo AIM funding
for defensible space “consultations” and some defensible space clearing and home hardening and
possible brush clearing and updating vents. Prescribed burn at Wilbur Hot Springs with Swift Water
Designs is scheduled for Sunday, May 30.

3. Napa Fire Wise: grazing cooperatives workshop happened on Friday, May 22

Pleasants Valley: No report.

5. West Winters: Debbie Hunter reported that they are working to identify key properties in Golden
Bear and Positas that are the most fire prone and on the front line of where fire is most likely to
come from and then contacting those residents to see if they can help facilitate assistance to get
work done. Grazing cooperative planning is underway. Already hosted one and are hosting another
meeting with Central Lane Grazing Cooperative to learn more about animal husbandry and moving
sheep around — more details to make a decision.
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7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 24, 2026
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