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YOLO COUNTY

Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, April 29, 2026

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/82rdRExBIPk

Attendees:

American Red Cross

Esparto Fire Protection District

Audubon CA-Bobcat Ranch

Madison Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council

UC Davis Fire Dept.

Capay Valley Fire Protection District

West Winters Fire Safe Council

Dunnigan Fire Protection District

Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services

Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: April 29, 2026. Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross; Second: Chief
Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from March 25, 2026. Motion: Chief Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire
Protection District, Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements: All
Tanya Meyer announced a Biochar Kiln Workshop on Saturday, May 16, 2026 near Winters, CA (exact location
provided to registered participants) hosted by Solano Prescribed Burn Association. More information is available

here.

The Solano Fire Safe Council is hosting a Wildfire Community Preparedness Day on Saturday, May 2, 2026 from 10
am to 2 pm at the Vallejo Ferry Terminal.

5. PRESENTATIONS: Guinda Grange and Rumsey Meeting Hall projects. Presentations tabled for now; presenters
not in attendance.
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6. Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead
e CAL FIRE Report: CAL FIRE Staff
o Chief Privett reported that they are fully staffed with multiple dozers, three crews and one

helicopter. The week of May 4-8 will be issue trainings where crews will receive certification. The
biochar kilns are over six feet wide and are easy to use and Chief Privett recommends them for
burning brush as they burn more cleanly and do not spread on the ground.

e YCOES Report: YCOES Staff: No report. OES not in attendance.

e RCD Reports

1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants

a. Potential new project: Rumsey Buffer, North west

i. Anew project is proposed at Road 42 where is crosses Highway 16.

b. In process: Continuing Hwy 128 shaded fuel break adjacent to Putah Creek

i. The Delta Camp Crews were on-site on April 2 and April 3 to continue work.
Another workday is scheduled for May 22, 2026.

c. Inprocess: Dry Creek section north of Hwy 128

i. This work starts on Monday, May 4 with the California Conservation Corps along a
stretch of Dry Creek near a neighborhood. This fuel break will be a “light touch”
along the creek to manage fuels including eucalyptus and arundo. Work will include
chainsaw work and chipping. Arundo will be cut and chipped into small pieces that
won’t resprout and will be left on site away from the creek.

d. Planning projects: Contract Grazing with CAL FIRE funding: Winters area and “Rumsey
Grazing Group”

i. Grazing projects in Winters near Positas Road (Gray Pine Ridge) and Rumsey will be
underway shortly (timeline TBD, but May to mid-June timeline). Both projects will
be grazed in partnership with Perennial Grazing.

e. Planning: Grazing Cooperatives, Winters

i. A grazing cooperative is forming in the Golden Bear community.

f. Native seed working group

i. Julie from Hedgerow Farms presented at the March FSC meeting. Since then, the
Native Seed Working Group has met and consists of abut a dozen representatives
from the FSC. The working group is putting together a list of less flammable native
plants with some potential test burns at Hedgerow Farms. The list will be reviewed
by the Fire Safe Council when it’s complete.

2. Grant updates: State Fire Capacity -

a. The YCRCD is working on an Extension of the Yolo County Coordinator grant so Tanya can

continue to coordinate the YCFSC
3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli

a. The Yolo PBA hosted a pile burn workshop on February 28, 2026 that featured permitting
information, resources and best practices. Click here https://yolorcd.org/wp-
content/uploads/Yolo-PBA-Pile-Burn-Guide final.pdf to view the Pile Burn Guide on the
RCD’s website.

b. Yolo, Solano, and Napa PBAs hosted a regional RT-130 refresher training on Sunday, April
12, 2026 for recertifications of Firefighter Type Il.

c. Since then, Bailey has been working with Capay Valley Fire Protection District and the City
of Davis Open Space to plan spring burns; no word on if those burns will be open to the
public, but if they are, more information will be available soon.

d. Yolo and Solano PBAs have a joint Yolo-Solano Steering Committee that meets regularly
with working groups that address outreach/education, project planning, agency
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4.

coordination, and structure/decision-making.
Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Alli
a. The Chipper Program hosted a Chipper Day on March 27 and April 17.
b. The Address Sign Program continues to provide free signs to residents in western Yolo
County and high fire areas of Dunnigan and Zamora.

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young

a) Prescribed grazing work starting up in Quail Canyon in early May where sheep and goats
from Perennial Grazing will graze down fuels. Animals will then move across the creek to
graze in Yolo County.

b) The Solano Fire Safe Council is hosting a Wildfire Community Preparedness Day on Saturday,
May 2, 2026 from 10 am to 2 pm at the Vallejo Ferry Terminal.

c) Solano RCD is still working on navigating the final permit requirements for tree work that
will happen in Pleasants Valley.

d) Solano RCD’s Plant Sale at Berryessa Brewing went off without a hitch on Saturday, April 25,
2026.

Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1.

Capay Valley: CVERA hosted the first of two defensible space workdays for folks in the Valley. This
workday was a property that was treated last year.

Colusa: Colusa Fire Safe Council recently formed to work together with mitigation and response.
Primary focus is outreach and education materials being distributed to the community. Working on
more digestible materials focused on Know Your Zone, alerts, defensible space, evacuation
preparedness. Colusa FSC meeting is tomorrow to discuss CWPP updates and grant applications for
implementation and a Prescribed Burn Association.

Napa Fire Wise: Fire Safe Councils in Napa County met with Lake Berryessa Bureau of Reclamation.
They hosted a Grazing Workshop and a Grazing Tour in American Canyon. Napa Firewise is working
on a grazing program in Lake Berryessa Estates through BLM Good Neighborhood Authority. Napa
Firewise is hosting a Lunch and Learn on May 15 covering grazing collaboratives and co-ops.
Pleasants Valley: Central Lane grazing cooperative is underway and multiple properties have been
visited by the flock.

West Winters: West Winters FSC is hosting a meeting with Sarah Keiser to learn more about a
grazing cooperatives on May 7 from 6-8 pm. They have 17 properties on the list to attend to learn
about the grazing program and have one property identified to house the flock.

Bobcat Ranch Report: Prescribed grazing and prescribed fire project planning is currently underway.

7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, 4:00 PM May 27, 2026
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