
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, March 25, 2026 

Recording:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrV5Lbfv6Uo 
 
Attendees:  
American Red Cross 
Capay Valley FSC 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano 
City of Winters 
One Hundred Club 

West Winters Fire Safe Council 
Winters Fire Protection District 
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas 
Yolo County Housing Authority 

 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  March 25, 2026. Motion: Chief Snyder, Winters Fire Protection 
District, Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passes.  

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from January 28 and February 25, 2026. Motion: Ken Britten, West Winters 
Fire Safe Council, Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passes.  

 
4.  Member Announcements and good news: No announcements.  
 
5: Speaker:  Native Seed Selection for Ignition Reduction Julia Michaels, Hedgerow Farms  
There is a collaboration in Southern California between Caltrans and US Forest Service researchers to find seed 
mixes to plant along roads that are less likely to ignite because they have more water in their leaf tissue later in the 
summer= “ignition resistant mixes.” Julia would like to explore the possibility of doing this in Northern California, 
and coming up with a “Yolo County Fire Safe Council approved seed mix.”  Hedgerow Farms can grow the seeds we 
would need, and they have already done some burning trials on these plants.  The USFS and Caltrans are already 
doing this and we can work off that model. 
 
Tanya Meyer suggested forming a working group consisting of plant folks who would want to collaborate – Brenda 
Grewell, Jesse, Mica, Sarah Morgan, Karin Young, Jonathan – bring in someone from Caltrans and the researcher 
from SoCal. 

 
6. Speaker: Regional Priority Plan for the Inner Coast Collaborative (Colusa, Lake, Napa, Solano, Sonoma, and 
Yolo counties), Alli Permann, Yolo County RCD 
The YCRCD has a Regional Forestry and Fire Capacity (RFFC) grant which has helped us build capacity for fuels 
management. Part of this grant is creating a Regional Priority Plan for the Inner Coast Range, working with other 
RCDs in the above counties. This is will a holistic plan for multiple-benefit projects to protect communities from 
wildfire, have ecological benefits and community and workforce development projects. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrV5Lbfv6Uo


                                         
       

 
The Yolo County FSC will be asked to participate in the planning process to represent the fire-prone areas of the 
Yolo County.  This is indeed similar to a CWPP, but this plan will be regional and cross-boundary, and will improve 
chances for regional project funding.  The group will prioritize projects and evaluate them afterword for their 
multiple benefits. Criteria will include items such as habitat resilience, fire adapted communities, biodiversity, 
economical benefits, air and water quality.  This plan is being built with funding pathways in mind and will 
strengthen our opportunities for grants for projects.  Plan will be on line to track projects and keep the plan 
updated and current. 
There will be opportunities to provide input: one on one convos, surveys, community meetings. Please let us know 
how you would like to be engaged.  Elaine suggested partnering with UC Davis for evaluation.  
Please see this link for more information: https://naparcd.org/forest-health/icc/ 

 
7 .   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 

• CAL FIRE Report: CAL FIRE Staff 
Chief Galvan started hiring on the 16th for the season. Fully staffed by April 6, and will bring more online as 
needed; two exclusive helicopters starting in June 
Here in Battalion 19, Wilbur Springs staffed now; all three stations will be staffed April 6. 
Murphy Ranch work underway, but not Rumsey Buffer or McCloskey Projects on hold due to large nesting birds.  
Highway 128 Burn – working on the process to do that complicated burn. 
• YCOES Report:  YCOES Staff  

o No report 
• RCD Reports 

1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants—see coordinator 
report 

a. Potential new project: Dry Creek confluence, Winters 
b. Planning: Wildfire Awareness signs on Hwy 128 and Hwy 16 
c. Planning: Dry Creek section north of Hwy 128 
d. In process: Contract Grazing with CAL FIRE funding 

2.   Grant updates: Fire Adapted Communities Network-grazing in Capay Valley and Cost share for 
Home Hardening—we did not receive either of these grants. --Tanya 
3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update: An RT 130 training in April; Spring burns may occur-- Alli 
4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update—Chipper day for 5 properties for Friday 
March 27.– Alli 
5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young   

• Solano County Community Wildfire Preparedness Day is May 2nd – TBD on location 
• Solano RCD Native Plant Sale, including workshops on fire resilient landscaping.– April 25 
• Introducing the new Solano County Coordinator – Brianna Benson with Solano County OES 

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: Community defensible space projects started in February with more dates scheduled 

in April and May. 
2. Napa Fire Wise: No report. 
3. Pleasants Valley: No report.  
4. West Winters: Ken Britten announced that West Winters Fire Safe Council is officially a Firewise 

Community. WWFSC hosted a community meeting on March 19 with 35 people attending to 
celebrate certification and discuss next actions for the group.  
 

           8. Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, April 29, 2026  

https://naparcd.org/forest-health/icc/

