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Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, February 25, 2026

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/hrWI1MNaEVI

Attendees:

American Red Cross One Hundred Club

Audubon California — Bobcat Ranch West Winters Fire Safe Council

Cache Creek Conservancy Winters Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council Yocha Dehe Fire Department

Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
Capay Valley Fire Protection District Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 Frerichs
Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 Barajas
Dunnigan Fire Protection District Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
Esparto Fire Protection District Committee

Madison Fire Protection District Yolo County Housing Authority

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: February 25, 2026. Motion: Chief Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire
Protection District, Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES Unanimous. Motion
Approved.

4. Member Announcements: All
Solano RCD is hosting a Spring Plant Sale on Saturday, April 25, 2026 at Berryessa Brewing in Winters. For more
information, visit https://www.solanorcd.org/employment-and-volunteer-opportunities/events/plantsale.html

Yolo PBA is hosting a Pile Burning Workshop on Saturday, February 28, 2026 in Rumsey, CA. For more information,
visit https://yolorcd.org/pile-burn-workshop-sat-feb-28-2026/.

Yolo County RCD and Solano RCD have an Arundo eradication project on the consent agenda for funding at the
California Wildlife Conservation Board next meeting. The project will eradicate acres of Arundo and install
restoration at two sites along Putah Creek. Arundo is an invasive weed are a major fire and flood hazard. The
project will also help in creating a path for El Rio Villas to access the Winters Nature Park.

Tracy Katelman announced two opportunities to improve laws on beneficial fire in our state: Beneficial Fire
Capacity Act - AB 1891, the Beneficial Fire Capacity Act sign-on letter here & Good Fire Act - AB 1699 - the Good
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Fire Act sign-on letter here.

Shari Gardner from the Napa County Firewise Foundation announced a new local Fire Safe Council in Napa County
near the Yolo County border called the Knoxville Blue Ridge Fire Safe Council — a new fledgling Fire Safe Council
founded by community members!

5. ACTION: Approve additional funding for a large grazing project.

Background: This spring, we have the opportunity to graze over 100 acres surrounding Rumsey. The
total cost for this project is $41,160. We have funding from our CAL FIRE Implementation for $31,300 of
the total. Request to approve $9,860 in Early Action Funds to cover the remaining amount.

Christian Cain, Perennial Grazing, is doing a neighborhood, wildfire safety grazing project in Solano
County and ecological grazing projects in and orchards in Sonoma and Yolo counties. He has also grazes
the City of Davis South Fork Preserve in partnership with City of Davis Open Space. Christian has
coordinated a community grazing project in Rumsey that is a collection of properties with grazing
focused thoroughly around structures. It will focus on large removal of residual dry matter (dry grass),
especially around structures. The project leverages many neighbors to make it strategic for everyone
involved while balancing grazing to be most effective for tackling dry grass, but realistic for large flock
and keeping in mind fencing, walking sheep, and avoiding agriculture. The project will be (at minimum)
102 acres at $400 per acre.

Excellent demonstration project about how partnering on these projects across property lines increases
protection for everyone — even neighbors who aren’t grazing — seeing it in action!

Motion: Ken Britten, West Winters Fire Safe Council, Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home
Supportive Services. One Abstention. AYES Unanimous. Motion Approved.

6. Regular Reports: will be given at the meeting of March 25

7. Adjourn. Next meeting: Wednesday, March 25.
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