
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

 
Recording: https://youtu.be/gyOb7Jbs9Eg 
 
Attendees:  

Audubon California Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council 
City of Winters 

West Winters Fire Safe Council 
Yolo County Commission on Aging and Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors- Lucas Frerich

 
AGENDA 

        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  January 28, 2026. Motion: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home 
Supportive Services; Second: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved.  

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from December 10, 2025. Motion: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire 
Protection District; Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 
 
Jesse Capitanio announced the Capay Valley Almond Festival happening on Sunday, February 22, 2026. There will 
be a lot of activities including a farmers’ market, oyster sale, and kids’ activity. The Almond Festival happens in the 
towns of Esparto, Capay, Brooks, Guinda, and Rumsey – take a drive up Highway 16 to enjoy the almond blossoms! 
 
Solano and Yolo County RCDs are hosting a Spring Native Plant Sale at Berryessa Brewing in Winters this springtime 
- more information coming soon on Solano RCD’s website, but is tentatively planned for late April. This is a great 
opportunity to buy locally appropriate native plants to create a more fire resilient garden. 
 
5. ACTION: Shift funds from Contracting (Task 3) to YCRCD staff (Task 2) to do small projects and project 
maintenance (see Coordinator Report for budget). Motion: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District, 
Second: Elaine Roberts, Yolo County Commission on Aging and Adult Services. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  
 
Tanya Meyer requested a shift in funds across tasks for Early Action Funding (i.e. Task 1: Project Management, Task 
2: RCD staff time for implementation, Task 3: Contractors for implementation). Tanya is requesting shifting funds 
from Task 3 to support additional RCD staff time to support less labor-intensive or technical upcoming projects that 
can be completed in-house such as staffing the chipper for roadside fuels work, oversee California Conservation 

https://youtu.be/gyOb7Jbs9Eg
https://www.solanorcd.org/employment-and-volunteer-opportunities/events/plantsale.html


                                         
       

Crew Dry Creek fuels reduction, and oversee biological and nesting surveys for projects.  
 

6 .   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 

• CAL FIRE Report: CAL FIRE not in attendance due to training.  

• YCOES Report:  
o Christopher Estrada announced the Yolo County OES and the Capay Valley Fire Protection District 

are hosting their second in a series of Capay Valley evacuation drills this Saturday, January 31, 2026 
in Guinda. Anyone in the area is recommended to register in Yolo Alerts to receive the evacuation 
drill alert to their phones. The evacuation meeting point will be at Guinda Hall. Participants get free 
ice cream.  

• RCD Reports 
1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants 

a. Potential new project: Hwy 16 fuels work, Rumsey 
i. Tanya is coordinating with PG&E and the landowner to manage a stand of dead 

trees along Highway 16 near other roadside projects near Highway 128 and County 
Road 42. 

b. In process: Rumsey Buffer expansion and maintenance- CAL FIRE staff 
i. CAL FIRE Brooks station is cutting and pile burning on private property that was 

impacted during the Sand Fire. The goal is to clean up the property for future 
prescribed burns and black acres. This project adds additional acres to the Rumsey 
Buffer Project.  

c. In process: Continuing Hwy 128 shaded fuel break adjacent to Putah Creek 
i. Delta Crew did work on Dec 30 and last week – going along Highway 128 for 

maintenance in previously treated areas and new areas. 30 feet off the road for 
edge of pavement. Section completed last time is expanding from 5 feet of 
previous work and then move towards new, untreated areas.  

d. In process: Dry Creek section north of Hwy 128 
i. Dry Creek will have CCC hand crews working along steep banks, likely in May to cut 

back overgrown. RCD staff will oversee crews and run the Chipper. Tackling non-
native trees and Arundo. Limbing and thinning – no tree removal. Priority for Fire 
Chief as a hotspot to potentially bring wildfire into town.  

e. Planning projects: Contract Grazing with CAL FIRE funding 
i. Grazing work planned for property in Positas area. Mix of sheep and goats to tackle 

steep grassland area. This project is funded through CAL FIRE funding and is being 
done in partnership with another grazing project across Putah Creek in Solano 
County. This project will be charged to funding separate from Early Action funding. 

f. Planning: Grazing Cooperatives 
i. Yolo County RCD hosted a Grazing Workshop on Saturday, January 24, 2026 with 

hosts Sarah Keiser (Grazing Specialist) and Rosie (DVM from UC Davis), small 
ruminant vet.  

2. Grant updates: Tanya 
a. Yolo County RCD submitted a grant for home hardening cost-share reimbursement 

program in the state responsibility area to the Coalitions and Collaborative AIM grant 
program. No news on that grant application yet. 

b. Capay Valley Fire Protection District, with support from the RCD, submitted a grant for a 
fire department-led prescribed grazing cooperative to the Fire Adapted Communities 
Network. No news on that grant application yet.  

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli 



                                         
       

a. The Yolo PBA is hosting a Pile Burn Workshop, tentatively planned for late February. The 
workshop will cover best ways to build a pile for a fast and clean burn, information on 
permitting (what permits and when they are needed), and pile burning safety and escape 
prevention. To register, visit qrco.de/yolo-pileburn.  

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli 
a. The Reflective Address Sign and Chipper Programs are still going, but a Chipper Day hasn’t 

been scheduled for spring yet. Currently, there are two properties on the list. To sign up, 
visit https://yolofiresafe.org/get-prepared/our-programs/chipper-program/ 

5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young   

• Karin Young announced that the grazing cooperative in Solano County has collectively chipped 
in and purchased 20 sheep for their cooperative. Cooperative grazing, shared across 
neighborhoods, can be more cost effective.  

• Solano PBA is hosting a pile burning workshop this weekend January 31, 2026. A lot of the 
information is applicable to Yolo County (i.e. Yolo-Solano AQMD) 

• Solano Fire Safe Council is hosting monthly meetings on 4 pm, fourth Wednesdays – 
information for meetings is available on solanofiresafe.org  

• Landowner who is an ag producer (as defined by the USDA) – NRCS cost-share opportunity that 
is available for fuels reduction efforts. RCPP 2516 – federal cost-share funding for conservation 
practices like large woody debris removal, brush removal, mechanical treatments, grazing 
treatments, interior cross fencing. Reach out to your local NRCS contacts. Open until April 10.  

• Solano RCD and Yolo County RCD submitted and received a Wildfire Prevention Grant that will 
mostly fund roadside fuels work.  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: CVERA is in the planning stages for defensible space work for older community 

members that happens every spring. CVERA might add another property to their list for assistance. 
Also, planning late March, early April community meeting to discuss defensible space.  

2. Napa Fire Wise: Not in attendance. 
3. Pleasants Valley: Not in attendance.  
4. West Winters: Not in attendance.  

 
 
           7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting:  Wednesday, February 25, 2026 


