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YOLO COUNTY

Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, December 10, 2025

Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbu9y5z1yXY

Attendees:

American Red Cross Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
City of Winters Committee

West Winters Fire Safe Council

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: December 10, 2025; Motion: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home
Supportive Services; Second: Moira Fitzgerald, Capay Valley Fire Safe Council. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passes.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from October 22, 2025; Motion: Moira Fitzgerald, Capay Valley Fire Safe
Council; Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passes.

4. Member Announcements:

Kate Laddish provided an update on the Winters Salmon Festival that occurred November 1. A number of local
organizations were in attendance and the festival saw 1300 people. Currently, the salmon count along Putah Creek
totals more than 2,000 salmon.

5. ACTION: Review and approve letter of support for home hardening grant; Motion: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-
Home Supportive Services; Second: Elaine Roberts Musser, Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services.
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passes.

6. ACTION: Review and update project list

Tanya Meyer consulted with the Fire Safe Council about a proposed prescribed burn project along Highway 16
outside of Capay, CA. The FSC requested a draft budget for the project and other possible alternatives. CAL FIRE
Battalion Chief Close provided input on the site area that it does have a lot of fire history and has seen a lot of starts
in previous years. Chief Close said the area is a priority, but depending on when it happens, it can be a nuisance fire
due to fuel type (weedy vegetation). The RCD will plan to pursue an encroachment permit renewal and bring
additional information to the Fire Safe Council in upcoming meetings. Tanya provided additional updates on
recently completed projects and upcoming projects throughout the high fire area of Yolo County.

7 . Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead
e CAL FIRE Report: CAL FIRE Battalion Chief Close: This is the last week of full staffing. Starting on Dec 15 —
dropping down to four state engines, one at Wilbur Springs. Brooks staff will transition to working on fuels
reduction projects in Colusa and Yolo counties.
e YCOES Report: YCOES Staff No report
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e RCD Reports
1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants
a. Potential new project: Hwy 16 fuels work, Rumsey
b. In process: Continuing Hwy 128 shaded fuel break adjacent to Putah Creek
c. Inprocess: Dry Creek section north of Hwy 128
d. Planning projects: Contract Grazing with CAL FIRE funding near Winters
e. Planning: Grazing Cooperatives
2. Grant updates: Home Hardening; Fire Adapted Communities Network-grazing in Capay Valley
a. The RCD was invited back to submit a full proposal to the Coalitions and Collaborative’s
AIM Grant for the Home Hardening Retrofit Cost-Share Program which would provide
assessments and cost-share funding to qualifying landowners in the high fire areas of Yolo
County.
b. The RCD is submitting an application for the Fire Adapted Communities Network to fund a
community grazing cooperative in partnership with the Capay Valley Fire Protection
District. The initiative would fund community grazing using local livestock in priority areas
identified by the CVFPD.

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli

a. The Yolo-Solano PBA Steering Committee has had three meetings to establish the steering
committee and define goals. The committee has elected to create subcommittees to push
momentum forward on a number of goals. The subcommittees (funding, planning,
outreach, and structure) will be meeting in early January 2026.

b. Both Yolo and Solano PBAs are planning pile burning workshops this winter. More
information will be available through the PBA’s newsletters — coming soon.

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Alli

a. Chipper and Address Sign Programs are still underway. The last Chipper Day of 2026 was
hosted on November 16, 2025 and chipped on three properties.

b. Upcoming events/outreach for early 2026:

i. Capay Valley Grazing Workshop: January 24, 2026 from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm. To
register, visit: https://tinyurl.com/yolo-grazing-school

ii. The RCD is working with a local director/videographer to film two short videos
about the benefits of prescribed fire and prescribed grazing. Filming will be
underway in springtime.

iii. Fire Resilience Programs 101, originally scheduled for October 2025, was
rescheduled to early 2026, dates and registration soon. It will feature short
presentations from a number of local agencies that can provide funding and
technical assistance to help landowners manage fire risk on their properties.

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC: No report.

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley: Moira Fitzgerald announced an evacuation drill for community of Guinda. Agencies
attending are Yolo County Health and Human Services, Cal OES, Yolo OES, American Red Cross, and
the Capay Valley Fire Protection District. This is the second in a series of evacuation drills; the first
occurred in Rumsey. For the upcoming Guinda evacuation drill, there will be a community wide
emergency alert sent via phone/text of the drill.

2. Napa Fire Wise: No report.

3. Pleasants Valley: No report.

4. West Winters: Don Hutchins, new Chair of WWFSC -West Winters is a new Firewise Community

8. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 28, 2026
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