
Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, October 22, 2025 

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/q86XeKvxltw?si=-fYTO0nluhBIR9Zi 

Attendees:  

American Red Cross 
Audubon California Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council 
Capay Valley Vision 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano 
City of Winters 

West Winters Fire Safe Council 
Winters Fire Protection District  
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 – Frerichs 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

AGENDA 
1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

2. ACTION: Approve updated Agenda for this meeting:  October 22, 2025. Motion: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-
Home Supportive Services, Second: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Passes.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from August 27 2025. Motion: Ken Britten, West Winters Fire Safe Council, 
Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passes.

4. Member Announcements:
The Winters Salmon Festival is Saturday, November 1, 2025 from 11 am to 4 pm – this event is free of charge and 
celebrates the chinook salmon run along the creek. From 1 PM to 1:45 PM, there will be a celebration of the 25th 

anniversary of the Putah Creek Accord. The festival will feature booths from Yolo and Solano RCDs, West Winters 
Fire Safe Council, vendors, and food. To view the live camera feed from Putah Creek, visit:
https://www.biotactic.com/bravo-node-25

5. Special Guest: Sarah Kieser: Cooperative Grazing for Fuels Reduction
Sarah Keiser is a grazing specialist who assists communities in setting up grazing cooperatives. Sarah has presented 
in the Winters area and the Capay Valley and the YCRCD/YCFSC hosted a Grazing Workshop with her in Winters. 
Sarah’s presentation featured prescribed grazing implementation insights and how community grazing cooperatives 
work. To view her full presentation, please view the meeting recording from timestamp 2:05 to 25:58 (including 
Q&A section).
On January 24, Sarah and YCFSC will be hosting a Capay Valley Grazing Workshop where attendees will learn about 
managing grazing ruminants for fuels reduction and wildfire preparedness.

https://youtu.be/q86XeKvxltw?si=-fYTO0nluhBIR9Zi
https://www.biotactic.com/bravo-node-25


6. *ACTION*: Assist the Rumsey Irrigation District in paying for removal of leaning tree to prevent fuels on the
ground in the shaded fuel break area.  Ken Muller, Rumsey Water Users Association, provided an updated on four
different bids for the removal of the learning tree. They want to go with $7,552 bid and asked the Fire Safe Council
to cover 1/3 of the cost = $2,517. They plan to remove the tree and chip and burn fuels.
Motion to cover 1/3 of the removal cost = $2,517: Moira Fitzgerald, Capay Valley Emergency Response Auxiliary,

Second: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Passed.

7 .   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 
• CAL FIRE Report: Chief Privett

o CAL FIRE Brooks station supported Yolo County RCD in brush cutting and putting a fire line around
the burn unit for an upcoming November PBA burn in Rumsey. Crews spent two days at the unit.

o The unit is losing some extended helicopters on the October 28 – one helicopter will be at Napa
airport and one at Boggs Mountain. Other 8 EUs are going offline for winter. All other units and
dozers are staffed. CAL FIRE is issuing burn permits again as long as they meet criteria.

o Four-acre plot on Rumsey Canyon Rd – mid November burn date pending Burn Boss availability.
Trees have been limbed up, debris piled throughout the unit and fire line around the unit.

• Capay Valley Fire Protection District Report: Chief Capitanio
o Capay Valley FPD and CAL FIRE assisted RCD staff in site preparation for the November 15 PBA Burn

in Rumsey. Trees have been limbed up, debris is piled, and containment lines are installed around
the burn unit.

o No additional site prep needed – only need to complete permitting and get enough resources to
burn.

• YCOES Report:  Christopher Estrada
o OES has rescheduled Disaster Services Council to November 13 with in-person and virtual option for

attendees.
o Christopher provided an update on the late September evacuation drill in Rumsey. The drill had a

good responder rate, but low participation from community member. Moving forward OES will work
with Moira and Jesse for increased community participation. Chief Capitanio commented that folks
in the Capay Valley don’t often evacuate during emergency, so the turnout was higher than what
was expected from the community and they will keep working to raise awareness.

• RCD Reports
1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants:

a. Recently completed project: Encina in Golden Bear – secondary evac route, before and
after photos to be displayed at next meeting

b. In process projects:
i. Hwy 16 shaded fuel break south of Rumsey – cypress and juniper trees cut back

and trees limbed up to thin fuel
ii. Continuing Hwy 128 shaded fuel break adjacent to Putah Creek – waiting on

permitting from Caltrans
c. Planning projects: Grazing Cooperatives
d. Upcoming projects:

i. California Conservation Corps will be coming to Dry Creek to do fuels work –
limbing and thinning against the neighborhood in the spring time

ii. Capay Valley Grazing Cooperative Workshop – Fuels Management on January 24,
2025 – Tanya will attend a site visit with landowner to confirm location.

iii. Roadside signs – requesting a fee waiver from Yolo County for permitting fees,
once complete, we will have a contractor install the signs.

2. Grant updates: Coalitions and Collaboratives AIM grant –Tanya



                                         
       

a. Home hardening cost-share funding to be submitted to CoCo AIM grant. Retrofit costs likely 
to be eligible would be swapping out vents, eave enclosure, replacing wooden fences with 
metal in first five feet, etc.   

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli 
a. Saturday, November 15 Rumsey Burn is open to PBA volunteers. A signup form will go out 

to the PBA and FSC mailing lists - anyone who is interested can attend, but space is limited 
to 20 participants since the burn is only 4 acres.  

b. The Yolo-Solano PBAs have formed a joint steering committee to guide the PBAs. The 
second steering committee meeting is on October 2, 2025 and will include setting 
intentions and figuring out structure, etc.  

4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli 
• As part of the home hardening grant application, the RCD decided, if the grant is selected, they 

will modify their existing contract with OES that funds the Reflective Address Sign to better 
support the home hardening effort. These modifications won’t impact the reflective address 
sign program, but will help the RCD spend out the remaining money, as we aren’t likely to finish 
out that pot of money in time for the grant end at our current pace.  

• The next Chipper Day is scheduled for Friday, November 21, 2025. At the moment, there are 
only three properties on the list, so still time for folks to submit chipping requests. This date is 
weather dependent.  

5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young   
o Solano RCD is working to coordinate and develop the Yolo-Solano PBA Steering 

Committee.  
o Solano RCD is preparing the Biochar Kiln Loan Program. A webpage will be live for rental 

soon to folks in the LNU burn scar in Solano and Yolo counties.  
o Solano RCD is hosting the Fall Native Plant Sale on Saturday, Nov 8th from 12 to 4 pm at 

Solano Brewing Company in Vacaville to pick up fire resilient landscaping efforts.  
• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 

1. Capay Valley: Building off the Rumsey drill, Capay Valley FPD, CVERA, and OES will host an 
evacuation drill for Guinda in late January early February. More drills to come in the future for 
other Capay Valley communities.  

2. Napa Fire Wise: No update 
3. Pleasants Valley: No update 
4. West Winters: West Winters FSC has a complete draft of Firewise community application that will 

be submitted soon. They have a spreadsheet for assessments and found that about 2/3 of items 
evaluated at properties were considered firesafe.  

 
           8. Adjourn and set Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 10, 2025  
 


