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Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, July 23, 2025

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/WvYDXInjPas

Attendees:

American Red Cross Madison Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Fire Safe Council Winters Fire Department

Capay Valley Fire Protection District Yolo County Commission on Aging and Adult Services
Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2- Frerichs
City of Winters Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4-Allen
Dunnigan Fire Protection District Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5- Barajas
Esparto Fire Protection District Yolo County In-Home Supporting Services

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve updated Agenda for this meeting: July 23, 2025. Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross.
Second: Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department. AYES Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from June 25, 2025. Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross. Second: Jack
Snyder, Winters Fire Department. AYES Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements:

Tanya Meyer announced the Colusa County Fire Safe Council is hosting a meeting July 29. They are hosting a speaker
from a private insurance agency and another representative from the Colusa Farm Bureau. This presentation will be
a slightly different perspective than the CA Insurance Commissioner’s office speaker that we have hosted.

Tanya Meyer also announced the Fire Safe Council is hosting a Cooperative Grazing Information Session for small
ruminants (not cattle) in the Capay Valley on August 5™ at 6:30 pm at the Guinda Grange Hall. The information
session will feature a presentation from Sarah Keiser, grazing expert, followed by a question-and-answer period.

Chief Jesse Capitanio announced that he has been busy doing prescribed burns and appreciates the support of the
Yolo Prescribed Burn Association and CAL FIRE Sonoma Lake Napa Unit.
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https://youtu.be/WvYDXlnjPas

lan Evans, Yolo County Housing, announced they are hosting a National Night Out on August 5™ at 5:30 at El Rio Villa
in Winters, where providers and agencies can advertise their services and programs. They would love to have fire
representation for tabling. If interested in getting involved, please reach out to lan.

5. *ACTION*: Approve a Letter of Support for the Solano RCD who is applying for a CAL FIRE Wildfire Prevention
Grant. Grantis due August 6. YCRCD would get funding for project maintenance. Motion: Don Palm, American Red
Cross. Second: Elaine Roberts Musser, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES Unanimous. Motion

Approved.

6. Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead

e CAL FIRE Report: CAL FIRE Battalion Chief Galvan reported that fire activity is minimal so far, statewide. Most
activity has been in the Federal Responsibility Area. The LNU is fully staffed — fire engines, dozers, and crews
are all online. However, there is lightning forecasted in the northern part of the state which may affect
staffing in the unit if there are starts. Prescribed burning is completed for this season, but they hope to
resume in fall. In total, 430 acres of prescribed fire were implemented across the CAL FIRE LNU this spring.
The Valley Vista Dozer Line is hoping to start soon. Fire engines have been doing some defensible space
inspections in the area with their extra time, thanks to lower fire activity.

e Yolo County Office of Emergency Services Report: Christopher Estrada announced that the Disaster Services
Council Meeting is at August 14, 2025 at 10 am.

e RCD Reports

1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants

a.

Completed Projects— Hwy 16 shaded fuel break at Rumsey was completed recently. The
shaded fuel break consisted of taking out ladder fuels and interwoven limbs. Shrubs every
25 feet. One mile of work from the rafting area parking lot to Camp Haswell.
In process:
i. Hwy 16 shaded fuel break at Guinda (eucalyptus grove thinning) — two days
completed by CAL FIRE crews and one more day to go
ii. County Road 34 —RCD crew will finish this up Friday, July 25 — limbing and pushing
the trees back from road
Upcoming Projects:
i. Hwy 128 shaded fuel break adjacent to Putah Creek — still waiting on approval from
Caltrans —they are reviewing an archeological report detailing the project;
ii. Bobcat Ranch oak limbing —work will start in the fall when it cools down
Planning projects: Grazing co-operatives in West Winters area and Capay Valley—Folks on
Central Lane in Solano County had a big meeting and are planning on starting a co-op. A
small group in Golden Bear is interested as well.
Potential projects—what do you think? YCFSC agreed these are good projects. Tanya will
follow up with the landowners.
i. Golden Bear alternative evacuation route (PG&E property was sold and is no longer
viable)
ii. South Rumsey — non-native conifers for trimming back from the road

2. Grant updates--Tanya

a.
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YCRCD is applying for a grant to do Defensible Space projects on individual properties. This
is a gap in services of our fire resilience work as all our projects are for community safety
and not individual property protection.

Leary Firefighters Association — Letters of Interest — for small fire departments for training
and equipment purchases

This grant program and publications are funded in full by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) as part of the California Climate Investments Program. .
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3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli
Nothing on the books yet, but we are working on developing fall and spring trainings (on a
regional level with Napa and Solano PBAs) and planning spring burns — if you are interested in
prescribed burning on your property, please reach out to Bailey Adams: adams@yolorcd.org
4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update—Alli
e General outreach updates: putting together a newsletter and planning a Fire Resilience
Programs 101 to highlight all the programs that we can offer to landowners and other
important topics about wildfire resilience (more to come —save the date: October 1)
e Program Updates: RCD crew hosted a Chipper Day on July 3, 2025 in Zamora and the
Capay Valley. They weren’t able to visit one property on the list, so they are finishing the
property this Friday after they finish the small shaded fuel break in Winters.
e No update for Address Signs
5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young:
o Wrapped up Rx fire for season; continuing to work with community on fuels reduction planning
assistance
e Karin is working on CAL FIRE Wildfire Protection Grant
e PBA: Creating a steering committee for Solano-Yolo PBA. Application for Steering Committee
member applications are open until next week. Need leaders with interest in using prescribed
fire. Low time commitment. Application:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLScz4N2D472Xn8IbFg6eXkw5NVx19VVy-
e3QDFaASrygdIHkPw/viewform
e Solano Fire Safe Council is starting a strategic planning process; next meeting is Weds Aug 6 at
4:00PM on Zoom
e Qualified Entities Defensible Space training is Auguust 13-14 in Napa County. Tanya, Karin and
David Stevens (PVFSC) are attending. We will be able to perform D-Space assessments using
CAL FIRE specs and technology.
e SRCD might be starting a biochar loan program. Specifics to come
e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:
1. Capay Valley: Jonanthan-shaded fuels break work in process; continuing to plan for outreach and
education in the fall and will attend grazing meeting August 5
2. Napa Fire Wise- Not in attendance
3. Pleasants Valley: Liann-using funds from Ca fire Foundation. Two more D-Space projects to do to
complete their $15K grant. Corazon del Campo is great and will work on private property. PG&E
has a new app for reporting problem trees along roads and under power lines.
4. West Winters: Debbie Hunter- meeting on Monday re: grazing cooperative. Some members met
with Sarah Kieser June 27—Golden Bear residents have 150 acres to graze. Working on residential
assessments for Firewise Community status.

7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 27 or TBD

This grant program and publications are funded in full by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) as part of the California Climate Investments Program.

/// A %

CALIFORNIA

Fire S

g YOLO COUNTY


mailto:adams@yolorcd.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScz4N2D472Xn8IbFq6eXkw5NVx19VVy-e3QDFaASrygdIHkPw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScz4N2D472Xn8IbFq6eXkw5NVx19VVy-e3QDFaASrygdIHkPw/viewform

