
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, August 27, 2025 

 
Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/zLObafDUOMI 
 
Attendees:  
 
American Red Cross 
Audubon California Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Emergency Response Aux/Fire Safe Council 
Capay Valley Vision 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
City of Winters 
Dunnigan Fire Protection District 

West Winters Fire Safe Council 
Winters Fire Protection District 
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4-Sheila Allen 
Yolo County Housing Authority 

 
 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve updated Agenda for this meeting:  August 27, 2025. Motion: Mica Bennett, Capay Valley Vision, 
Second: Ken Britten, West Winters Fire Safe Council. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from July 23, 2025, Motion: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection 
District, Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 

• Chief Capitanio announced that he is working on environmental compliance to restore emergency vehicle 
access to County Road 40 in the Capay Valley.  

• Tanya Meyer announced an upcoming joint Solano County and Yolo County Grazing School on September 
27, 2025. For more information, visit https://yolorcd.org/yoso-grazing-school/ 

 
5.  *ACTION*: Approve a Letter of Support to the Yolo County RCD’s application to the Wildlife Conservation Board 
to continue our arundo control work in Putah Creek from Hwy 505 to the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Motion: Kate 
Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services, Second: Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department. AYES: 
Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
6.   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 

• CAL FIRE Report: No report. 
• YCOES Report:  No report.   
• RCD Reports 

https://youtu.be/zLObafDUOMI
https://yolorcd.org/yoso-grazing-school/


                                         
       

1. Project updates and discussion—Early Action projects and CAL FIRE grants 
a. Completed Projects: Hwy 16 shaded fuel break at Rumsey 
b. In process: Hwy 16 shaded fuel break at Guinda 

i. CAL FIRE Delta Crew continued thinning in an overgrown tree grove along Highway 
16 in Guinda on August 5, 2025. They are expected to revisit the site in early 
September (if wildfire activity allows) to continue cutting down small trees in the 
grove.  

c. Upcoming Projects—Continuing Hwy 128 shaded fuel break adjacent to Putah Creek 
i. Yolo County RCD is waiting on Caltrans approval for the shaded fuel break in the 

interdam reach.  
d. Planning projects: Fuels work at the south end of Rumsey, grazing programs in west 

Winters area and Capay Valley 
i. Landowner agreements secured for tree work along Highway 16 south of Rumsey. 

Tanya will move forward with getting an estimate from local contractors to move 
the project forward and include it in an action item next meeting. The tree grove 
consists of cypress and juniper trees, which are non-native and highly flammable.  

ii. Alternative evacuation route for Golden Bear – Tanya is waiting on signed 
agreement and will price out the project to have the FSC approve in an upcoming 
meeting. 

iii. Grazing cooperatives are underway in Winters, Solano County, and Capay Valley. 
Tanya Meyer to give a talk at the Rumsey Improvement Association 9/8. Moira 
Fitzgerald commented that Sarah Keiser has said she will help every step of the 
way. The cooperative grazing group in the Capay Valley is working to address a list 
of questions from Keiser that every cooperative must have before buying sheep.  

iv. Luis Corona reported on Oak Woodland Health funding; he reaching out to 
landowners in the Capay Valley to start setting up site visits. An online form was 
created for folks interested to submit their resource concerns and star the process 
of scheduling site visits. The RCD is working with a registered forester to develop 
forest management plans.  

e. Discussion of funding $10,000 to remove oak tree in Rumsey Ditch – There is an oak tree 
leaning across a bridge that could impact the siphon and a powerline. The landowner had 
an arborist assess and they deemed it was likely to fall. After discussion, RCD is going to 
explore this further to see if intervention is necessary and how to proceed. 

2. Grant updates: YCRCD applying for a grant to do individual Defensible Space projects—Tanya 
a. Individual properties could receive up to $3,500 to pay for defensible space work around 

their homes.  Those who can afford to will need to provide a cost-share. 
3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli 

• The Yolo PBA and Solano PBA have teamed up to form a volunteer Steering Committee 
which will help guide the PBAs in decision making by providing input and guidance from 
local landowners and community members interested in prescribed fire. A kickoff 
meeting will be scheduled. 

• Yolo PBA, Solano PBA, and Napa PBA are working to put together a Spring training (RT-
130 Refresher) that will be open to folks who need to renew their red card certifications 
and anyone interested in receiving training on prescribed fire. This training is tentatively 
planned for the spring and more information will be available in the coming months. 

3. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli 
a. Fire Resilience Programs 101 is scheduled for October 1, 2025. This is a one-stop shop 

event for all things wildfire prevention and preparedness.  



                                         
       

b. Neighborhood Chipper Day and Reflective Address Sign Programs are still trickling along. 
There are currently 3 properties registered for chipping and we are hoping to get more 
signs up or will host a half day of chipping.  

5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young   
• Solano RCD submitted a CAL FIRE Wildfire Prevention Grant proposal and is waiting to 

hear back.  
• Solano RCD is working on their Biochar Kiln Loan Program that will be provided to 

landowners to convert their defensible space biomass into a valuable soil amendment. 
This will be available to landowners in Solano County and Yolo County. However, most 
of the areas this is applicable to in Yolo County are subject to the LNU burn suspension. 
More updates to come after more testing by the SRCD.  

• Qualified Entity Defensible Space Assessment training August 13-14– Solano and Yolo 
RCDs, community members and folks from Napa RCD. Allows RCD staff to use CAL FIRE 
system to conduct voluntary, nonregulatory educational defensible space assessments 
and input information into CAL FIRE’s Defensible Space Assessment platform.  

• Save the Date: Nov 1 – Salmon Fest in Downtown Winters; Wednesday, Nov 5 – Solano 
Fire Safe Council meeting 4 pm; Wed, Saturday, Nov 8th – Fall Plant Sale at Solano 
Brewing Company from 12-4 pm 

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: no report 
2. Napa Fire Wise: no report 
3. Pleasants Valley:  

a. Liann Stubblefield reported that PVFSC has one more day of fuels management work to 
complete their Hazardous Fuels Reduction Program, funding thanks to a grant from the 
California Fire Foundation.   

b. Colusa County FSC hosted a talk about homeowner’s insurance – Pleasants Valley is losing 
insurance due to nonrenewal and cancellations. Exploring more insurance companies that 
may have more available. Companies use mapping and wildfire scores from CoreLogic. The 
California Fair Plan is heavily impacted.  

4. West Winters: 
a. Ken Britten reported that they are continuing Firewise Community certification and a final 

draft being created now. Britten announced that City of Winters City Council is taking up 
the question of a fireworks ban on Tuesday, Sept 2nd. The City Council is taking public 
comment.  

b. Chief Jack Snyder announced that this is the beginning of a conversation about the City of 
Winters banning safe and sane fireworks banned within the city limits. Discuss expanding 
the use of fireworks ban for safe and sane in Yolo County.  
 

           7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, September 24 


