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Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, March 26, 2025

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/ZZTtn-IZDyl

Attendance

American Red Cross West Winters Fire Safe Council

Audubon Bobcat Ranch Winters Fire Department

Capay Valley Fire Safe Council Yolo County Commission on Aging and Adult Services
Capay Valley Fire Protection District Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2- Frerichs
Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4-Allen
Catholic Charities of Yolo Solano Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5- Barajas
City of Winters Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
Dunnigan Fire Protection District Committee

Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee Yolo County Housing Authority

One Hundred Club

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve revised Agenda for this meeting: March 26, 2025 Motion: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home
Supportive Services, Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley FD. AYES Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from February 26, 2025 Motion: Chief Jesse Capitanio, Second: American Red
Cross. AYES Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements:

Chief Jesse Capitanio announced that Capay Valley Fire Safe Council and Capay Valley Fire Protection District is
starting to plan out their defensible space work for spring. Chief Capitanio encourages residents to burn their brush
while its still wet outside.

Kate Laddish announced that the Winters Opera House is hosting concert benefitting victims of the LA Fires on
Friday, April 4. Doors open at 6:30 pm, music starts at 7 pm. All proceeds are going towards the California
Community Foundation, an on-the-ground organization based in Los Angeles.
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5. **ACTION**: Approve spending $2,000 from “Capay Valley State Hwy 16 Fuels Reduction” project on special
arundo control project downstream from the Guinda Bridge. Motion: Elaine Roberts Musser, Yolo County
Commission on Aging & Adult Services. Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES

Unanimous. Motion Approved.

6. Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead

CAL FIRE Report: Chief Privett provided an update on staffing in the Lake Napa Sonoma Unit. They have 31
engines staffed and a few dozers on the unit. Highway 128 landowner agreement forms are being updated
to move forward with the prescribed fire project as soon as possible.

YCOES Report: Christopher Estrada shared the new Local Responsibility Area (LRA) fire hazard severity
designations for Yolo County. The LRA maps are under public review and the rankings are based on current
physical conditions with no mitigation measures in place. In Yolo County, the Zamora and Dunnigan areas
are now classified as high or very high fire hazard severity. More information can be found here:
https://www.yolocounty.gov/government/general-government-departments/fire-hazard-severity-zones

A

CALIFORNIA
Lol
Fire

RCD Reports

1. Project updates and discussion—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action projects
a. Completed Projects— The County Road 41/41A, Rumsey Buffer, and Rumsey Ditch Shaded
Fuels Breaks have been completed.
b. Upcoming Projects-
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Eucalyptus thinning and prescribed burn project in Rumsey to enhance the Rumsey
Buffer is in the planning stages.

Highway 16 Shaded Fuel Break from the rafting pullout to Camp Haswell — the RCD
has been working with Caltrans and an archeologist to complete the necessary
steps for an encroachment permit. The archeologist has done a review and sent
over findings to Caltrans. Once Caltrans has reviewed it, the Yocha Dehe Wintun
Nation will review.

Eucalyptus thinning along Highway 16 outside of Guinda — planning is in the works
to thin a eucalyptus grove that is adjacent to Highway 16 to protect that as a viable
evacuation route during a fire.

Highway 16 prescribed fire project outside of Capay from Winters Canal to County
Rd 82 — Waiting on encroachment permit from Caltrans. This section of highway is
a high ignition zone and the burn is in planning to be implemented with local fire
protection districts.

County Road 34 Mini Shaded Fuel Break for the entrance to Golden Bear
neighborhood. RCD staff will be implementing with traffic control from Yolo
County.

Highway 128 Fuel Break is under archeological review by Caltrans who will then
forward it over to the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. This project will build upon the
first mile of shaded fuel break, but is still under review for an encroachment permit
from Caltrans. The RCD will coordinate a site visit between the archeologist,
Caltrans, and the tribe’s cultural department. Once archeological review is
complete and an encroachment permit is received, CAL FIRE Delta camp crews will
continue work on the fuel break.

CAL FIRE Planning Grant — Tanya is reaching out to landowners in the Golden Bear
and Positas neighborhoods to plan prescribed grazing for fuels management.
Another grazing projects is proposed for the perimeter of California Audubon’s
Bobcat Ranch.

Oak Forest Health Grant — oak tree limbing will occur on Bobcat Ranch to manage
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ladder fuels.

2. Grant updates—Tanya — no updates
3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—

e A prescribed burn is being planned in Rumsey that will be open to PBA members and
volunteers for implementation and training. There may also be other opportunities to
observe prescribed fire in the Capay Valley.

e A community event is being planned for late April to re-invigorate the PBA for the spring
season.

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Address Sign and Neighborhood
Chipper Programs are still accepting sign-ups. Physical forms have been dropped off at local post offices
in the Capay Valley and can be found in plastic hanging pouches. Forms can be mailed to the RCD office
or dropped off at local fire departments for submission to the programs.

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC:

Karin Young reminded folks that both Yolo and Solano counties are apart of a Regional
Conservation Partnership Plan that provides cost-share assistance on private lands to assist in
fuels management. The next deadline for that program is April 18, 2025. Private lands must be
enrolled with the Farm Services Agency to qualify. To start this process, reach out to your local
NRCS office. Yolo County’s NRCS office is located in Woodland with the RCD. Solano’s NRCS
office is in Vacaville.

Nelson Road prescribed burn is being planned. Solano RCD and California Association of RCDs is
hosting two certification trainings at the Nelson Road site. The first is the Firefighter Type Il
(Basic 32) training on May 8 and 9. The training includes two days of skills practices and course
work that must be completed before the skills days. The other training that will be offered (no
dates confirmed yet) is the S-219 course (firing techniques). This training will kick-off the
Nelson Road broadcast burn that is planned for 106 acres. The site is currently being prepped
for broadcast burning by Solano RCD staff.

Solano and Yolo PBAs are planning a PBA spring meet-up that will include information on
leadership opportunities and getting involved in facilitating cross-county burning in Yolo and
Solano counties.

Quail Canyon Prescribed Grazing project is still looking for bids — it is likely to be a 2026
implementation, but they are hoping to find a contractor for the 2025 season.

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley: Moira Fitzgerald announced that their defensible space projects will start at the end
of April. They are planning for five projects to assist local home owners with their defensible space.

2. Napa Fire Wise: not in attendance

3. Pleasants Valley: Liann provided an update that the Board of Supervisors in Solano County have
taken over the fire districts and are working to consolidate them.

4, West Winters: The March WWFSC meeting was cancelled, their next meeting is April 14, 2025. They
are concentrating on the Firewise certification effort with focuses on Golden Bear neighborhood to
get home assessments conducted.

7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 23 2025.
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