
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, February 26, 2025 

 
YCFSC Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/tBBOCiDMzPY 

Attendance

American Red Cross 
Audubon Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Capay Valley Vision 
Catholic Charities of Yolo Solano 
City of Winters 
Dunnigan Fire Protection District 

Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 
Winters Fire Department 
Yolo County Commission on Aging and Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2- Frerichs 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 
Yolo County Housing Authority  

 
 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  February 26, 2025. Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross. Second: 
Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from January 22, 2025. Motion: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection 
District. Second: Moira Fitzgerald, Capay Valley Emergency Response Auxiliary. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  
 
4. Action: Approve $900 to Yolo County RCD for purchase of pole saw for small fuel break projects. Motion: Jesse 
Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved.  
 
5. Action: Approve changing focus of the Winters Westside Buffers from: “Create fire buffers in the grasslands 
around the west side of Winters using prescribed fire and grazing. Boundary between new houses and WUI.” 
To: “Create fire buffers in the grasslands around Golden Bear and Positas Road communities using grazing and 
vegetation thinning.” Motion: Don Palm, American Red Cross. Second: Chief Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire 
Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
6.  Member Announcements: All 
Tanya Meyer announced a hybrid meeting in Winters, CA with Durriya Syed from the California Department of 
Insurance to discuss the challenges of rural homeowners’ insurance. The meeting is on March 12, 2025 and is an 
opportunity for folks to ask questions and learn more. The meeting will take place in-person at the Winters Fire 

https://youtu.be/tBBOCiDMzPY


                                         
       

Department and there is a Zoom option. 
 

7.   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 
• CAL FIRE Report: Battalion Chief Donnie Privett is the new second Battalion Chief alongside Chief Trevyn 

Close in the Capay Valley with another possible BC joining the region. Engines are fully staffed in Brooks and 
Wilbur Springs. Engines are doing fuels work. Burning is still allowed as long as it is residential and you call 
local air quality district.  

• YCOES Report:  YCOES Staff: Christopher Estrada provided an update on the Local Responsibility Area in the 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps, which are maps that identify three different rankings based on topography, 
fire weather, and fire history. Maps are based on hazards and a 30–50-year plan without considering 
mitigation efforts such as home hardening and fuels mitigation. Maps may impact new upcoming 
construction standards, land-use planning, defensible space requirements, and insurance rates or eligibility. 
Participate in online hearings and provide feedback on maps.  

• RCD Reports 
1. Project updates and discussion—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action projects 

a. Completed Projects-- County Road 41A and 41 -shaded fuel break 
b. Upcoming Projects--Hwy 16 Fuel Break at Rumsey and Highway 128 Fuel Break: working on 

encroachment permit and archeology reviews with Caltrans; County Road 34 will have a 
mini shaded fuel break done by RCD staff using the new pole saw. 

c. Planning prescribed grazing with cows from Bobcat Ranch in western Golden Bear to 
reduce vegetation. Tanya is working to get landowners on board – lots of coordination.  

2.   Grant updates—Tanya- No new grants 
3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update, Alli Permann, Yolo County RCD 

• Bailey Adams, Yolo PBA Coordinator, is working with local fire departments and CALFIRE LNU 
to plan two burns for the spring season. Yolo and Solano are teaming up to host a 
community event, more on that soon! 

4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli, Yolo County RCD 
• Yolo County RCD hosted a Chipper Day on February 25th in Zamora, Capay Valley, and 

Winters, currently have three properties on the list for chipping, hoping to host another 
Chipper Day in April (pending signups) 

5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose 
• Chris Rose announced that their Mitigated Negative Declaration for hazardous tree removal is 

out for public comment. Solano RCD is releasing an RFQ for registered professional forester to 
oversee the work along Pleasants Valley. The funding is currently on hold from the US Forest 
Service due to federal funding freeze.  

• Quail Canyon Grazing Project (community grazing project) along Pleasants Rd– Solano RCD is 
working to find grazers to work on multiple plots throughout the area  

• Nelson Road Prescribed Burn (near Cherry Glenn Rd and Lagoon Valley)- this area is where fires 
tend to jump across Highway 80. Solano RCD is working with local partners to prep site with 
limbing and creating piles in preparation for an upcoming broadcast burn in June.   

• Solano PBA is hosting certification trainings and pile burning workshops to develop PBA skills in 
Solano County. An upcoming pile burning workshop with Green Valley FSC on March 15th (more 
info on RCD website) 

• NRCS Cost-share program – Solano RCD has two contracts underway with continued funding to 
support woodland and grassland fire resilience in the region. 

• Solano FSC meetings are moving to quarterly meetings and they have developed bylaws  
• Wildfire Prevention Fair – tentatively planned for May 3rd at Lake Solano Park  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 



                                         
       

1. Capay Valley: Moira Fitzgerald--Capay Valley is now a Firewise Certified Community. Signs will be 
posted around the community.  

2. Napa Fire Wise: Not in attendance. 
3. Pleasants Valley: Liann started the Ag Pass Recertification Program – another meeting next week. 

Notification out for people to sign up for fuels reduction work.  
4. West Winters: Not in attendance.  

 
     Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, March 26  


