
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, January 22, 2025 

 

YCFSC Meeting recording 1/22/2025: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Tzvrw5BgMQ 

Attendance

Audubon Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Capay Valley Vision 
Catholic Charities 
Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 

Winters Fire Department 
West Winters Fire Safe Council  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2- Frerichs 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department, called the meeting to order at 4:04PM. 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  January 22, 2025. Motion: Kate Laddish, IHHS; Second: Moira 
Fitzgerald, CVFSC. AYES: Unanimous. Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from December 11, 2024 with a change to the description of County 
Road 41A from “windy road” to “winding road.” Motion: Kate Laddish, IHHS; Second: Chief Capitanio, 
CVFPD. AYES: Unanimous. Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 

• Kate Laddish thanked Christopher Estrada for coming out to Winters Apartments to inform 
residents about the Yolo Ready program. 

• Chief Capitanio: The Capay Valley Almond Festival is Sunday February 23- please come up and 
support CV Fire Department fundraising efforts. 

• Chief Snyder: On Saturday, January 25 the Winters Fire Department is holding their annual shrimp 
Feed. Also 1/25 is the Willow Oak Fire Department crab feed.  They both raise funds for the fire 
departments. 

 
5.   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 

• CAL FIRE Report: Battalion Chief Tony Aston – Chief Aston is covering Battalion 19 for Chief Close 
who is in SoCal right now; there is a new 8,000-acre fire-- I-5 is shut down due to the Hughes Fire.    
-Fire season is starting February 3 this year.  Regular fire season in NorCal is March 15-December 15.  
Regular seasonal staff has been retained others added under emergency hire. 
-If you are planning on burning you will need an LE 5 Burn Permit for approval.  Currently two 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Tzvrw5BgMQ


                                         
       

engines in Bat. 19, in Brooks and Wilbur Station.  If you want to burn, go to 
Burnpermits@fire.ca.gov. It will be approved. 
-New Battalion Chief Donnie Privitt will be starting in Brooks soon.   

• YCOES Report:  YCOES Staff – Kristin Weivoda– nothing new to report. 
• RCD Reports 

1. Project updates and discussion—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action projects -Tanya 
a. Completed Projects, Early Action Funding:  

i. Capay Valley is now a Firewise Community! Their status was approved in 
early January. 

ii. Evacuation Tags: are printed for the Sheriff’s department at the cost of 
$1,500.  We budgeted $4,000.  We may need to print more later.  Tag 
program will require outreach, education and distribution and should be 
done by the Sheriff; we can assist. 

b. Upcoming Projects, Early Action Funding: 
i. Highway 16 Shaded Fuel Break – we are planning to use a mower arm on 

south side of the road, and hand crews on north side. RCD needs to get an 
archeological review to satisfy Caltrans requirements for encroachment 
permit.  Archeology review under way.  This is part of the Rumsey Fuel 
Break project. 

ii. County Road 41A shaded fuel break – started on 1/16/2025.   Original plan 
was to focus mostly on CR 41A, but we added additional fuels reduction 
work continuing down CR 41 since contractor is on site. This is part of the 
Rumsey Fuel Break project. 

iii. Highway 16 Capay Prescribed Burn -a fuel break on the south side of the 
Hwy between the road and fence. There are a lot of ignitions there. The 
encroachment permit from Caltrans is underway. Work in the spring when 
fuels are high, but not too dry  

iv. High Fire Awareness Signs – The Hwy 16 location will be at the Grumpy 
Goats Farm off the Caltrans right of way—YCRCD staff is working on the 
permitting. 

v. Hwy 128—archeology survey will occur so we can continue this project 
upstream from the mile that we completed.  Tanya is dealing with the 
Shaded Fuel Break portion and CAL FIRE is working with Caltrans to get 
paperwork in line for the burned fuel break. 

2.   Grant updates—Tanya: Check out the funding opportunity spreadsheet. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765
611 
3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Tanya 
 a. Talking with a landowner in Rumsey about a spring burn to reduce fuels next to town 
4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Tanya 
 a. No chipper day scheduled at this time. Suggest people start cutting and stacking for a 
future chipper day. 
Discussion:   

• Set dates for chipper days so people will have a deadline to get their work 
done.  

• Also remember that chipper can’t access areas with soft ground due to rains. 

mailto:Burnpermits@fire.ca.gov
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid%3D1796765611
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid%3D1796765611


                                         
       

• Chipper program protocols: Cut and stack brush with all the ends stacked in 
the same direction for ease of chipping. Chipper can handle up to 12” 
diameter but prefer smaller. If vegetation is prepared correctly, chipping 
goes very quickly, which is why we need to make sure there is enough 
vegetation for a day’s work. 

• If you add to your pile, please update your form so we can plan accordingly. 
• Please tell your rural neighbors about this program! 
• The Chipper Program funding is specifically for the high fire areas. Residents 

in towns should be covered by their municipal pickup programs. 
 b. Chief Capitanio and the YCFSC are sending mailers about programs to Capay Valley 
residents 

5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young:  
 a. Post LNU Fire tree removal work –“Mitigated Negative Declaration” (CEQA) is going 
out for public review next month. 

b. Grazing for fuels reduction – Quail Canyon Road group is planning a 62-acre project to 
graze for fuels reduction. SRCD is filing CEQA paperwork for that next week.  Presentation on 
the grazing plan will be 1/23/2025 at 6:00 at Berryessa Brewing Company in Winters. 
 c. Solano PBA – pile burning workshop last weekend; more workshops will be offered in 
the future. 
 d. Solano Fire Safe Council meeting February 4.  Please see their website: 
https://solanofsc.org/ 
 e. The NRCS “Regional Conservation Partnership Program,” funding opportunity is 
federal cost share funding for fire resilience practices—next application deadline is April 15. 
Start planning now. 

f. SRCD is working on planning and permitting for a 115 acre burn in Vacaville on Nelson 
Road off I-80 to reduce fuels and improve rangeland. 

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: Nothing to report –gearing up for fire season 
2. Napa Fire Wise: Not in attendance 
3. Pleasants Valley: Next meeting is March 10.  PVFSC has insurance and a grant, and will be 

working on fuels reduction work around homes. 
4. West Winters: met last week and elected new officers.  Kyra is stepping down as chair. Bob 

Stewart is the new Chair, Don Hutchins is Vice Chair and Debbie Hunter remains the 
secretary.  Continuing their Firewise assessments. 

 
Discussion on obtaining more information on insurance.  

• Town hall meeting with CA State Insurance Commission Staff 2/12 at 6:30 at the Guinda 
Grange Hall.  

• Group requested that the YCFSC plan an in-person meeting in Winters and Pleasants Valley.  
Could be a hybrid for people don’t want to drive.  Tanya will arrange a meeting for March. 

 
Adjourn at 4:42PM and set Next Meeting:   4:00PM Wednesday, February 26, 2025 
 

*Thank you Chief Snyder and the Winters FD for your mutual aid response in Southern California ������* 

https://solanofsc.org/

