
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, December 11, 2024 

 

YCFSC 12/11 Meeting Recording:  https://youtu.be/4A0kULjpWLI 

Attendance:

American Red Cross  
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
City of Winters  
Dunnigan Fire Protection District 
Winters Fire Department 
West Winters Fire Safe Council  

Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4- Sheila 
Allen, newly elected supervisor in Dist. 4 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2- Frerichs 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5- Barajas 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  December 11, 2024. Motion: Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Protection 
District, Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross. AYES: Unanimous. Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from October 23, 2024. Motion: Chief Capitanio, CVFPD, Second: Battalion 
Chief Close. AYES: Unanimous. Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 
Elaine Roberts Musser made a report to Yolo Co Board of Supervisors for the Yolo County Commission on Aging, 
and mentioned YCFSC as a helpful partner.  New Supervisor for District 4 Shiela Allen also worked on this report and 
mentioned that it can be found on the Yolo Co. Commission on Aging website.  
 
Ken Britten: Yolo Climate Action Adaptation Plan – The Board of Supervisors passed the Yolo CAAP last month. Ken 
Britten tipped his hat to the Yolo County RCD on our good work on this project. 

 
5.   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 

• CAL FIRE Report: Battalion Chief Close – still at peak staffing. On December 16, they will move to winter base 
level staffing. Shutting down two engines in Yolo and Colusa County. Permanent personnel will move to 
Wilbur Springs.  They are working on fuels reduction projects in the Capay Valley at Murphy Ranch and other 
projects in Colusa County. Burn permits still required – probably until Dec 16th.  If you want to burn, go to 
Burnpermits@fire.ca.gov. It will be approved. 
 

https://youtu.be/4A0kULjpWLI
mailto:Burnpermits@fire.ca.gov


• YCOES Report:  YCOES Staff – Christopher Estrada – no new reports – reminders to prepare emergency kits 
for winter weather and check on vulnerable neighbors please.

• RCD Reports
1. Project DISCUSSION and updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action projects -Tanya

a. Completed Projects, Early Action Funding:
*We built funding into next CAL FIRE grant to maintain these projects*

b. Rumsey Ditch Shaded Fuel Break: Tanya reported on the Rumsey Ditch Shaded Fuel Break. 
The County of Yolo started trimming vegetation and paving along Rumsey Canyon Road. 
That work was finished by our contractors who also worked along the Rumsey Irrigation 
Ditch.  They opened up understory and limbed up native trees and a few dead trees were 
taken down. Tanya shared photos of before and after and there are long term maintenance 
plans underway.

c. Highway 128 – one mile of shaded fuel break from Post Mile 3.5 to 4.5 (Putah Creek Fishing 
Access Site #5 to Pleasants Valley Road) has been completed by the CAL FIRE Delta Crew.  
They did understory removal and dead tree removal, but no large live trees were taken 
down. There was a lot of brush removal, which was chipped. Work 1-3 days per month from 
June to November. This crew will likely do the maintenance in the future.

2. Upcoming Projects, Early Action Funding:
i. Highway 16 Shaded Fuel Break – we are planning to use a mower arm on south side 

of the road, and hand crews on north side. RCD needs to get an archeological 
review to satisfy Caltrans requirements for encroachment permit.  We are meeting 
with archeologist at end of this week.

ii. County Road 41A shaded fuel break – this is a winding road with overhanging fuels 
and dead brush. Monday 12/9 we did a site walk with contractors and proposals are 
due on 12/20. Landowner agreements collected since we will be working off the 
county easement.  This is part of the Rumsey Fuel Break project.

iii. Highway 16 Capay Prescribed Burn -a fuel break on the south side of the Hwy 
between the road and fence. There are a lot of ignitions there. The encroachment 
permit from Caltrans is underway. Work in the spring when fuels are high, but not 
too dry

iv. High Fire Awareness Signs – The Hwy 16 location will be at the Grumpy Goats Farm 
off the Caltrans right of way. We need to pin down a Winters landowner.

v. Smaller signs going in this spring.  YCRCD needs to do an 811.
vi. Hwy 128—archeology survey will occur so we can continue this project.  Tanya is 

dealing with the Shaded Fuel Break portion and CAL FIRE is working with Caltrans to 
get paperwork in line for the burned fuel break.

3. Grant updates—Tanya: Check out the funding opportunity spreadsheet. There is a stress injury 
management training – Feb 1, 11, 12th

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611
4. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli

a. Grassland burn in Davis for weed management and good opportunity for training
b. Planning a few spring burns.  Stay tuned.

5. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli
a. Held a chipper day on 11/15, visited 5-6 properties. Another one coming up soon.  Sign up!
b. Alli made a physical form for people to sign up for address signs for people who don’t want to

go on line to get a sign. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid%3D1796765611


                                         
       

 
 
c. We are filming a 3-5 minute regionally appropriate video on defensible space work.  Local Capay 
Valley folks and Chief Close were the “heroes” and Chief Capitano narrated. 
d. December newsletter will have a lot of useful information—coming out soon. 
5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Tanya Meyer filling in for Chris Rose and/or Karin Young:  
 a. Grazing for fuels reduction – Quail Canyon Road group is planning a 62-acre project on grazing 
for fuels reduction. 
 b. Solano PBA – pile burning workshop 1/8/2025 
 c. SRCD is working on planning and permitting for a 115 acre burn in Vacaville 

d. Solano FSC will meet in January 
• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 

1. Capay Valley: Nothing to report – quiet in the Valley  
2. Napa Fire Wise: Not in attendance 
3. Pleasants Valley: Not in attendance 
4. West Winters: Firewise community preparation—the application is well underway with a deadline 

at end of this month. The property surveys will be completed by then and send off their application 
for certification. 

 
Thank you from Shiela Allen for our prevention work! 
 
Happy Holidays to all! 
 
Adjourn at 4:38PM and set Next Meeting:   4:00PM Wednesday, January 22, 2025 
 

 


