
                                         
       

 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, October 23, 2024 

 

YCFSC 10/23 Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/29BhZ_O9ndM 

Attendance:  

American Red Cross  
Audubon California – Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Vision 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano 
City of Winters  
Dunnigan Fire Protection District 
Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 
One Hundred Club of Solano and Yolo Counties 

West Winters Fire Safe Council  
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4- 
Provenza 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2- Frerichs 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5- Barajas 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

 
 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  October 23, 2024. First: Don Palm, American Red Cross; Second: Kate 
Laddish, Yolo County IHSS. AYES Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from September 25, 2024. First: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley FPD; Second: 
Bob Stewart, West Winters. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 
 

• Chris Rose from Solano RCD announced their Fall Plant Sale at the Green River Brewery on Saturday, 
November 9th from 12 pm to 4 pm. The plant sale has more of a monarch/pollinator focus, but there will be 
information on wildfire resilient native plants.  

• In late October, there was a fire outside of Winters on Highway 128 about 50 feet short from hitting the 
fuel break. Thankfully, Winters Fire Department responded quickly and it was put out without much 
spread.  

• The Winters Salmon Festival is on Saturday, November 2nd from 11 am to 4 pm at Rotary Park in Winters, 
CA across from Steady Eddy’s. The festival celebrates the Chinook salmon run along Putah Creek.  

 

https://youtu.be/29BhZ_O9ndM


                                         
       

5. Action Item: Approve moving $27,000 in funding from “Capay Valley State Hwy 16 Fuels Reduction” to Rumsey 
Ditch ($23,000) and Evacuation Tags ($4,000) projects. First: Jack Snyder, Winters FD. Second: Kate Laddish, IHSS. 
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
6.   Regular Reports: Tanya Meyer lead 

• CAL FIRE Report 
o Battalion Chief Trevyn Close reported that CAL FIRE LNU is still at peak staffing and the unit is still in 

fire season even with the recent precipitation. Lifting burn bans will take a significant amount of rain 
and is done in coordination with other surrounding units. Agricultural burning and prescribed 
burning may be approved, but residential burning is still banned. Chief Close encourages folks 
interested in ag burning to reach out or fill out a burn permit at burnpermitf.fire.ca.gov. Once a burn 
permit is submitted, a CAL FIRE Chief will reach out to schedule a site visit for prescription planning 
and mapping.  

• YCOES Report:  YCOES Staff 
o Christopher Estrada reported that the evacuation tags have been received and they are in 

communication with the Yolo County Sheriff’s Office for distribution and educational campaigning. 
On Nov 1st, the Genasys “Know your Zone” will be officially launched. Estrada recommends 
downloading the app and identifying the new evacuation zones for your region. Additionally, the 
Yolo County Agriculture Commissioners Office held an Ag Pass on Oct 23, 2024 to provide training 
and information on accessing ranches or agricultural operations during times of evacuation. Anyone 
interested can reach out to the Agricultural Commissioner.  

• RCD Reports 
1. Project updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action projects -Tanya 

a. Rumsey Canyon Rd and Ditch Shaded Fuel Break – this project is two-thirds of the way 
done. In the project site, ladder fuels and overgrowth have been removed along with 
barbed wire and old cars. The County of Yolo did some veg work along Rumsey Canyon 
Road in September and this project is expanding that work and removing dead trees and 
more undergrowth.  

b. Shaded Fuel Break along Highway 16 as the canyon closes in – this project is still going 
through permitting with Caltrans and will remove vegetation and creating fire lines.  

c. Tanya is still securing landowner agreements for work along on County Road 41A which is a 
scary section for firefighters and evacuees. This project will push vegetation back a bit away 
from the road to improve ingress and egress. Permitting and landowner permissions 
continue and should be finished soon. 

d. Work continues in the Highway 128 Shaded Fuel Break. The project still has a quarter mile 
remaining to finish the first section.  The Delta Crew will be there on Nov 6th ,7th , and 8th to 
continue work. 

e. Evacuation Route in Golden Bear – Tanya is working with PG&E to create a new route for 
folks to drive out in a safe way since there’s currently only one evacuation route. One 
proposed route is to use an open field owned by PG&E (which is used for grazing until June) 
which connects to an access road in an orchard for exit on County Rd 87D.   

2.   Grant updates--Tanya 
3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli 

• A fall burn in Esparto that was previously scheduled for early November 2024 has been 
cancelled due to landowner liability concerns. There are plans to get additional burning 
on the calendar for the spring season for the Yolo Prescribed Burn Association members 
and community volunteers.  

4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli 



                                         
       

• Neighborhood Chipper Day on October 18th – visited 7 properties – four in Capay Valley in 
3 in Winters. Alli reported she is working with the Chipper Crew to schedule another 
chipper day sometime in November before the holidays – likely on November 8th or 15th 
to finish the unchipped piles and tackle any new requests. 

• Yolo County FSC will be tabling at Winters Salmon Festival on Saturday, November 2nd 
and the Solano RCD Plant Sale on November 9th.  

• Upcoming outreach projects include sending out another mailer to the Capay Valley and 
West Winters area to advertise programs and encourage folks to get in touch about fuels 
reduction projects and a defensible space video project. Alli is working with a 
videographer to finalize a script. Planning is underway with the video production 
company and a Capay Valley landowner to highlight the importance of doing defensible 
space and home hardening.  

5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young:  
• Karin Young echoed that Solano RCD will host a joint booth with Yolo County RCD at the 

Winters Salmon Festival. The Solano RCD Plant Sale has a monarch and pollinator focus, but 
information on wildfire resilient plants is still applicable and available.  

• In November, there are NRCS deadlines for the RCPP Grassland and Shrubland Resilience 
federal cost-share program. Projects are focused on fuels reduction projects on agricultural and 
private lands enrolled in the Farm Services Agency. Next application deadline is on Friday, 
November 8th. For more information, reach out to your local RCD or NRCS office.  

• Similarly, EQIP application deadline is Friday, November 15th which funds a lot of similar 
practices like cross-fencing for grazing, tree removal, infrastructure improvements for 
facilitating grazing, etc.  

  
• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 

1. Capay Valley: CVERA recently hosted an event for National Fire Prevention Week with fire 
prevention education, demonstrations, and fire extinguisher training. Other tabling/information 
available was representatives from the State Insurance Commission and Yolo County Office of 
Emergency Services.  

2. Napa Fire Wise: Not in attendance. 
3. Pleasants Valley: Liann from Pleasants Valley FSC reported about attending the Shaded Fuel Break 

guided tour put on by Green Valley Fire Safe Council. Last month, Pleasants Valley FSC hosted Steve 
Hawks from Insurance Institute for Building and Home Safety with a demonstration of embers and 
how homes ignite.  

4. West Winters: Bob Stewart is West Winters Fire Safe Council is planning to do residential home 
assessments. CAL FIRE has been through Golden Bear recently and WWFSC plans to dovetail on it 
to encourage folks to take advantage of assessments. Additionally, WWFSC is putting together 
informational brochures and flyers to attend tabling events.  

 
  Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, December 11, 2024 


