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YOLO COUNTY

Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, July 24, 2024

YCFSC 7/24 Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/0po94qlSacs

Attendance:

American Red Cross UC Davis Fire Department

Capay Valley Fire Safe Council West Winters Fire Safe Council

Capay Valley Vision Winters Fire Protection District

Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
City of Winters Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
Dunnigan Fire Protection District Committee

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: July 24, 2024

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from June 26, 2024

4. Member Announcements: Tanya Meyer announced that the Yolo Prescribed Burn Association (PBA) and the
Solano PBA are hosting a joint BBQ Potluck at Lake Solano Park on Saturday, July 27" from 4 PM to 7 Pm at Pad A.
Anyone who is interested in learning more about prescribed fire is welcome to attend.

5. Special Presentation: New Evacuation Zones in Yolo County-Kristin Weivoda, YCOES
Presentation postponed to upcoming meeting — presenter could not attend meeting

6. Discussion Item: Discuss the letter to Caltrans regarding the cancellation of CAL FIRE’s Hwy 128 firebreak burn
due to new Caltrans permit compliance policy (see attached).

Tanya Meyer reviewed the letter to Caltrans which has been reviewed by RCD staff, the Yolo County Fire
Safe Council, and folks at CAL FIRE. After discussion, it was decided that Meyer will send the letter to Caltrans
leadership and carbon copy CAL FIRE LNU leadership, but not local officials. Instead, local elected representatives
will be briefed privately and separately in case future assistance is necessary.

7. Regular Reports:

e CAL FIRE Report— Captain Zach Main provided an update that CAL FIRE is very busy and has been mobilized
to different incidents throughout the region. If no other fires pop up, they should be back to their regular
stations in a week or so. Chief Miguel Watson is navigating the Highway 128 permitting issue for 2025.

e YCOES Report, including project updates: YCOES Staff.

o Christopher Estrada provided an update on the Neighborhood Ready program. They are aiming for
the program to be up and ready by the end of this year. Regarding the ag pass program, it is moving
along and OES staff is meeting with Ag Commission office to continue planning and discussion.

o Kurt Johnson provided an update about the ongoing defensible space and fuels reduction projects


https://youtu.be/0po94qISac4

on private lands in Yolo County. They have additional interested from landowners in Western Yolo
County and are waiting on funds processing through the county before additional work can be
completed.

e RCD Coordinator Report, including project update

1. Project updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action — Tanya Meyer provided an updated on CWPP

priority projects. Meyer heard from Chief Lawrence at Esparto Fire Protection District about the Knox

Box project is in the process of setting up a new account, and ongoing coordination with local fire

departments and landowners. Meyer also said that she is completing a Scope of Work for the shaded

fuel break along the Rumsey Ditch. A reference check for contractors has been completed and the RCD
now has a list of qualified contractors that can receive the Scope of Work and respond with quotes.

Another scope of work is being completed for the highway roadside sign installation.

2. Grant updates—No updates at this time.

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Tanya shared a flyer about an upcoming introductory

Prescribed Fire Series that is happening in August and September. The training is hosted in

collaboration between Yolo PBA, Napa PBA, Solano PBA, and the UC Cooperative Extension. More

information on the training can be found at: https://yolorcd.org/rxfire-training-2024/

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update — A Neighborhood Chipper Day was

hosted on July 3, 2024 which visited five properties in the Capay Valley and West Winters. Meyer made

a couple more address signs that will be delivered shortly.

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young reminded folks about the upcoming PBA BBQ Potluck and

elaborated on the Prescribed Fire Training. It is not a certification training, but is a capacity building

training for folks interested in participating in prescribed fire. Young also provided an update about
funding through the NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Plan. It was recently announced that
projects submitted by both Yolo County RCD and Solano RCD were accepted for funding

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley: Moira Fitzgerald said that the Capay Valley is on alert for wildfires, but still purchasing
new tools for their equipment cache, otherwise, no new updates.

2. Napa Fire Wise: Shari Gardner updated that Napa Fire Wise is staffing up with a new marketing
person and is starting a new Fire Safe Council for Mt George. The Gorden Valley/Wood Valley Fire
Safe Council is hosting an open house on Saturday, July 27. Napa Fire Wise is also hosting a
workshop about fire-wise landscaping. Additionally, they will be hosting another workshop about
invasive weed management and eradication including the use of targeted herbicides.

3. Pleasants Valley: Liann Stubblefield reported that Pleasants Valley FSC has applied for a $25,000
grant for fuels reduction and chipping. They have been in touch with Solano County Public Works to
remove a few, large dead hazardous trees along Pleasants Valley Rd.

4. West Winters: Ken Britten reported that West Winters FSC is putting together boundary maps and
list of properties and assigning roles for Firewise certification. They are also drafting up outreach
materials for promotion to get more community members involved. Britten reported that progress
is being made with their first responders sign project and they are looking for projects to install the
sign.

Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 28, 2024 at 4 PM

This grant program and publications are funded in full by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) s part of the California Climate Investments Program.
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