
 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:15 PM Wednesday, June 26, 2024 

 
YCFSC 6/26 Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/_cgC5Ovwwdw 

Attendance:  

American Red Cross  
Audubon California- Bobcat Ranch 
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Vision 
Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano 
City of Winters  
Esparto Fire Protection District 
Madison Fire Protection District 
One Hundred Club 

UC Davis Fire Department 
West Winters Fire Safe Council  
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4 - 
Provenza 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 - Frerich  
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

 
DETAILED INTRNAL AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  June 26, 2024. First: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County OES, Second: Don 
Palm, Red Cross. Motion Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from May 22, 2024. First: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County OES, Second: Moira 
Fitzgerald, Capay Valley Emergency Response Auxiliary and Fire Safe Council. Motion Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 
Tracy Katelman: There are a lot of prescribed fire trainings happening in the next few months. If folks are 
interested, please reach out to tracy@forevergreenforestry.com for more information.  

 
5. Action Item: Approve moving $4,500 in project funds from Address sign project funds to printed ”Evacuated” 
mailbox signs.  Signs requested by the Yolo County Sheriff and Yolo County OES.  Motion to table the discussion until 
Yolo County OES and Yolo County Sherriff’s office are in attendance. First: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire 
Protection District. Second: Moira Fitzgerald, CVERA. Motion Approved. 
 
6. Discussion Item: Discuss writing a letter to local and state elected officials regarding the cancellation of CAL 
FIRE’s Hwy 128 firebreak burn due to new Caltrans permit compliance policy. 
Heather Nichols, RCD Executive Director, provided background to a permitting issue that has impacted roadside 
projects, including the annual Highway 128 prescribed burn coordinated by CAL FIRE. The Yolo County Fire Safe 
Council discussed how to proceed in addressing this issue within involved agencies and perhaps including local 
representatives. 

• Neal: The 40+ residents of Golden Bear in West Winters feel more comfortable with this firebreak in place, 
and will be enthusiastic about writing letters to their elected officials  

• Tara Thronson: agrees that it is important to write letters to Assemblywoman Cecila Aguilar and State 
Senator Bill Dodd, and copy Sup. Frerichs, who will follow up with them in an attempt to bring CAL FIRE and 

mailto:tracy@forevergreenforestry.com


Caltrans together. 
• Kurt suggested sending the letter to managers in the agencies first, before the elected officials; see how 

they respond and then “escalate respectfully.”  We know that the elected officials support this project. 
• Chief Watson: Northern Regional Chief of CAL FIRE will be informed of the issue on June 27. 
• After a discussion, it was decided that the RCD would develop a letter explaining the issue and explore 

which entities in each involved agency would receive the letter. The RCD will provide a draft letter to the 
Fire Safe Council for review prior to the next meeting.  

 
7.   Regular Reports: Kate Reza lead 

• CAL FIRE Report— Battalion Chief Miguel Watson 
Chief Watson reported that all the unit is staffed up for peak fire season. There are a lot of fire resources 
throughout the county. CAL FIRE has suspended prescribed fire for the summer season until late fall or winter.  
• YCOES Report, including project updates:  YCOES Staff.  
Kurt Johnson reported that the vegetation management projects on private lands in the Capay Valley and in 
Winters are finishing up; people are pleased with the work and there are now 35-40 additional requests for 
work. The funding for this project is dwindling and the Yolo County Fire Safe Council and Yolo County OES will 
need to start exploring alternative funding to expand to more interested landowners.  
• Kristin Weivoda: the Emergency Operations Plan was approved and adopted Board; Disaster Service Council 

has been approved and is an advisory body for OES. Kristin was unable to share an update about evacuation 
routes. This item will be presented on at a later date.  

• RCD Coordinator Report, including project update  
1.   Project updates—CAL FIRE Planning Grant and Early Action Funds—Kate, Yolo County RCD 
Kate provided an update on projects and planning.  
2.   Grant updates—Kate, Yolo County RCD 
Kate reported that there are no new grant updates at this time.  
3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Alli: planning a potluck in later July 
4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli: Funding from California Fire Safe 
Council about FSC programs; Alli will be working with a videographer.  Chipper program has experienced 
a few delays due to busy irrigation district staff delivering water.  RCD staff will cover for them July 3. 
5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young –Continuing to plan burning and grazing.  
Solano FSC  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley, Moira: purchasing supplies with CAL FIRE grant and will be hosting an event to meet 

the new tools 
2. Napa Fire Wise: Sherry had to leave early 
3. Pleasants Valley 
4. West Winters, Kyra Mills: next meeting July 9 at 6:30 at WFD.  Working on Firewise Certification. 

 
  Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, July 24 or TBD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


