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YOLO COUNTY

Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, May 22 2024

YCFSC 5/22 Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/B4AczRymFTU?si=AxY-1QRa8zsam7ym

Attendance:

American Red Cross UC Davis Fire Department

Audubon California- Bobcat Ranch West Winters Fire Safe Council

Capay Valley Fire Safe Council Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4 -
Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano Provenza

City of Winters Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 - Frerich
Esparto Fire Protection District Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
Madison Fire Protection District Committee

One Hundred Club

AGENDA
1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: May 22, 2024. First: Kate Laddish, IHSS. Second: Ken
Britten, West Winters FSC. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from April 24, 2024 with one change: “Firewise in Capay Valley
covers the whole CVFPD, not just Rumsey and Guinda”. First: Kate Laddish, IHSS. Second: Zach Main, CAL
FIRE. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements:

Francisca Huezo from Red Cross announced a fire alarm installation event on Saturday, May 25, 2024 in
Winters, CA for about 40 homes.

Tanya Meyer reported that the Yolo County Board of Supervisors declared May 1%t to May 7t as Wildfire
Preparedness Week and recognized the county-wide Fire Safe Council, but more specifically the West
Winters Fire Safe Council and Capay Valley Emergency Response Auxiliary and Fire Safe Council for their
wildfire preparedness and fuels management work.

Kate Laddish announced that the California Standardized Emergency Management System Alerts and
Warning Specialist Committee recently revised the state’s Alert and Warning Guidelines to better
incorporate folks with access and functional needs. The updated guidelines can be found here:
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-

content/uploads/Preparedness/Documents/Statewide Alert and Warning Guidelines May 2024.pdf



https://youtu.be/B4AczRymFTU?si=AxY-1QRa8zsam7ym
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Preparedness/Documents/Statewide_Alert_and_Warning_Guidelines_May_2024.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Preparedness/Documents/Statewide_Alert_and_Warning_Guidelines_May_2024.pdf

Jorge Savala from Catholic Charities Disaster Services announced that they are attending resident
meetings at the Migrant Centers in Yolo and Solano counties to prepare and educate folks about fire
danger and fire season.

Matt Allshouse from California Audubon’s Bobcat Ranch reported that CAL FIRE is on the property
maintaining dozer lines and fire breaks for access and safety for the neighboring properties.

5. Action Item: Approve moving $100,000 in project funds from Front Country (Grant Line) Road to small
vegetation management projects. First: Ken Britten, West Winters Fire Safe Council. Second: Kate Laddish,
IHSS. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

6. Regular Reports: Tanya lead
e CAL FIRE Report, Battalion Chief Close
Chief Close updated that the Yolo Engine at the Brooks Station is likely to be staffed on June 10,
2024. The burn window is closing and grass is quickly curing. North of Yolo County, they are getting
fires daily. Chief Close urged landowners to do their burning as soon as possible. The burn window
is likely to close in June.

e YCOES Report, including project updates: YCOES Staff
Kurt Johnson provided an update on fuels reduction projects in the Capay Valley and west of
Winters and reported that even more homes have reached out with interest in getting projects
done on their properties.

e RCD Coordinator Report, including project update
1. Project updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD
Tanya Meyer reported that the RCD is currently working through the environmental
compliance process for projects and is currently developing a scope of work for contractors to
work on the Rumsey Ditch vegetation management project. In Rumsey, vegetation work along
Highway 16 is in the planning process. Along Highway 128, workdays continue to complete the
fuel break along the southside of the highway and the prescribed fire on the northside is likely
to happen in late May or early June. Fire awareness highway signs will be fabricated and
installed soon once the number of signs for highway pullouts have been determined.

2. Grant updates—Tanya

Tanya Meyer reported that the Fire Adapted Communities Network has grant opportunities
and Kate Reza can support grant writing efforts if any YCFSC members needs assistance.

2. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD

Bailey Adams, Yolo PBA Coordinator, is working on scheduling upcoming broadcast burns in
the Capay Valley, but no dates are set yet. More information will come when plans become
more concrete.

3. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Tanya Meyer on behalf of Alli
As suggested by YCFSC members, ignition source handouts have been created for local coffee
shops, gas stations, and stores to warn people of potential fire hazards. The handouts will be
printed and delivered to local businesses in the high fire areas of the County. The May
Newsletter went out on May 14t about Wildfire Preparedness month with social media
content and press releases continuing throughout the month. YCFSC programs continue, and a
Chipper Day will be scheduled in June 2024.



5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose

Chris Rose reported that the proposed Solano Prescribed Burn Association is merging with the
Yolo PBA. Solano RCD staff has met with local firefighters and CAL FIRE to identify ideal burn
areas for prescribed burns in the State Responsibility Area. Solano RCD staff will attend a Red
Card training in late summer or early fall for Firefighter Type Il certification. Additionally, the
Hazardous Tree Removal project in Pleasants Valley will be underway soon with a focus of
large, more dangerous trees along waterways and then trees that are hazardous to people’s
properties. The work will be done over the next two years to get as many trees as possible
done with the funding.

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley: Jonathan Flora reported that CVERA completed their second defensible
space project on Sunday. The CAL FIRE/Capay Valley Rumsey Fire Buffer prescribed burn is
being prepped. Firewise community interest is moving along with lots of community
engagement and folks in the Valley are preparing for the wildfire season with mowing and
other home hardening and defensible space activities.

2. Napa Fire Wise: Not in attendance.

3. Pleasants Valley: Revalee Hemken reported about a survey for residents regarding home
insurance is underway. Revalee reported on a house fire in the region and the success of
the mutual aid agreement between Winters Fire Department and the Vacaville Fire
Protection District.

4. West Winters: Ken Britten reported that WWFSC has attended a few tabling events with
lots of community engagement. WWFSC purchased a new banner with outreach funding
through a small grant from Yolo County RCD and are developing brochures and other
outreach materials. The QR code/map signs to support mutual aid firefighters have been
fabricated and will be installed soon.

7. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 26, 2024

This grant program and publications are funded in full by the California Department of Forestry and Fire

Protection (CAL FIRE) as part of the California Climate Investments Program.
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