
 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:00 PM Wednesday, April 24, 2024 

 

YCFSC Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/VA-Zo7gmtYE 

Attendance:  

American Red Cross  
Audubon California- Bobcat Ranch 
Cache Creek Conservancy  
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Fire Protection District  
Capay Valley Vision 
City of Winters  
Dunnigan Fire Protection District  
Madison Fire Protection District 
UC Davis Fire Department 

West Winters Fire Safe Council  
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4 - 
Provenza 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 - Frerich  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 - Barajas  
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 
Yolo County Housing Authority 

 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  April 24, 2024. First: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County Office of 
Emergency Services. Second: Kate Laddish, IHSS. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from March 27, 2024. First: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County Office of 
Emergency Services. Second: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. 
Motion Approved.  

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 
Monica Rivera from Supervisor Barajas’ (Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5) Office announced 
that Supervisor Barajas has prepared a resolution to declare May 1st to May 7th Wildfire Preparedness 
Week in Yolo County. 
 
Solano Fire Safe Council and Solano RCD are hosting a Wildfire Preparedness Day on May 4, 2024 at Lake 
Solano Park –West Winters Fire Safe Council and Yolo County Fire Safe Council will be in attendance along 
with other organizations, food trucks, fire departments, etc.  

 
5. Action Item: Approve letter of support from the YCSFC for the Yolo County RCD to remove large 
invasive weeds along Putah and Cache Creeks. First: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County Office of Emergency 
Services. Second: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved.  

 

https://youtu.be/VA-Zo7gmtYE


 
6.   Regular Reports: Tanya lead 

• CAL FIRE Report, Battalion Chief Close  
Chief Close updated that the Yolo Engine at the Brooks Station is likely to be staffed on June 10, 
2024. Fuel moistures reports are well above average. Chief Close reminded folks that residential 
burning could come to a close soon – now is the time to get piles burned in preparedness for fire 
season. 
 

• YCOES Report, including project updates:  YCOES Staff  
Kurt Johnson provided an update on fuels reduction projects in the Capay Valley and west of 
Winters which are moving along with West Coast Arborists. Johnson proposed a shift in funds in the 
Early Action Projects budgets to move about half of the Front Country Fuel Break (formerly known 
as the Grant Line Rd fuel break) funding over to cover costs for fuels reduction/defensible space 
projects. The funding shift would be approximately $90,000 for roadside clearing, ditch work, and 
defensible space, eucalyptus removal, and fire access. The fuel break is not being cut or changed in 
location or project footprint. The project costs were overestimated when first proposed.  
  
Kristin Weivoda reported that the Emergency Operation Plan went to the Board of Supervisors. 
Also, Yolo County Office of Emergency Services had a kickoff meeting with Genasys (formerly 
Zonehaven) and realized they need to re-evaluate evacuation zoning in the unincorporated areas of 
Yolo County. Yolo County OES needs a representative from the local Fire Safe Councils to work on 
their Zone Evaluation Team for unincorporated Yolo County to provide input on the new smart 
zones. Tanya will send out an email to the group to request volunteers to represent their areas. 
 

• RCD Coordinator Report, including project update  
1. Project updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD 
Tanya Meyer provided updates on Early Action Projects. The fuel reimbursement and Capay 
Valley defensible space projects are not underway yet. The Highway 16 Broadcast Burn has a 
Notice of Exemption filed and collaboration with Caltrans is underway. Meyer provided 
additional updates on other Early Action Projects including the Capay Valley mapping projects, 
Rumsey Ditch and Rumsey Canyon Rd vegetation management, Highway 16 Rumsey Shaded 
Fuel Break, Front Country Fuel Break, and Winters area projects.  
2.   Grant updates—Tanya 
Tanya Meyer reported that Coalitions and Collaboratives has a Community Catalyst Fund that 
supports capacity building. Grant proposals can be for projects from $10k – 150k and local Fire 
Safe Councils and Fire Protection Districts can apply. Meyer reported on a grant received from 
the California Fire Safe Council which will support continued coordination and outreach for the 
Yolo County Fire Safe Council. California Association of Resource Conservation District has an 
Oak Woodland Health Grant through CAL FIRE that was awarded to Yolo County RCD. This 
grant is for post-fire recovery work or oak woodland health. RCD is looking for willing 
landowners for oak woodland health.  
2. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update--Alli Permann, YCRCD 
Bailey Adams, Yolo PBA Coordinator, is working on scheduling upcoming broadcast burns in 
the Capay Valley. 
3. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli 
Alli Permann reported that the YCFSC programs are continuing. Permann also provided 
updates on community fire risk signs which will consist of two large signs located along 
Highway 16 and Highway 128 and multiple smaller signs positioned at pullouts along both 
highways that list possible ignition sources in English and Spanish.  



5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose 
Chris Rose reported about that the Hazardous Tree Removal project is now in the phase of 
contracting a company to implement the removal work. Solano RCD is currently working on 
environmental compliance for the project.  Additionally, Rose reported that the last of the five 
Solano Prescribed Burn Association meetings that was focused on permitting.  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: Jonathan Flora reported that two defensible space projects are scheduled. 

Jesse Capitanio reported that the first workday is on April 27, 2024. Equipment purchasing 
(weed whackers, ATVs, cargo trailers, wheelbarrows, rakes, etc.) utilizing CAL FIRE funding 
is underway. CVERA volunteers will utilize that equipment for the upcoming defensible 
space projects. CVERA volunteers will also be assisting on Rumsey Buffer burns where 
volunteers will use equipment to create burn piles and get the site ready for training for 
firefighters at Capay Valley Fire Protection District. Capitanio reported that CVERA hosted 
another Firewise Meeting where they discussed expanding the scope of the Firewise 
community to encompass the entire fire district (from Road 82 outside of Capay to 
Rumsey).  

2. Napa Fire Wise: Shari Gardner reported that the Napa PBA burn outside of Angwin, CA was 
rescheduled to another time due to high moisture levels. Gardner reported they are 
staffing up at Napa Firewise and are working to create additional Fire Safe Councils. Napa 
Firewise website has a mapper that showcases current projects.  

3. Pleasants Valley: Revalee Hemken reported that agricultural events along Pleasants Valley 
Rd at Sol Farms and Morningsun Herb Farm conflict a bit with the Wildfire Preparedness 
Day at Lake Solano on May 4th. PVFSC will be spread out a bit in an effort to cover all the 
events and will tabling at various events.  

4. West Winters: Kyra Mills reported that West Winters Fire Safe Council is developing their 
logo and branding for a more professional look. WWFSC is also moving forward with a 
Firewise designation and it will be announced at the Golden Bear Homeowners Association 
meeting on Sunday, April 28, 2024 to gauge community support. 
 

 
7.  Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, May 22, 2024  

 


