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Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting      
4:00-5:15 PM Wednesday, March 27 

 
Meeting Recording*: https://youtu.be/UWHam-uaJfc?si=birjFxDHaE7HcI72 
 
Attendance:  
 
American Red Cross  
Audubon California- Bobcat Ranch 
Cache Creek Conservancy  
Capay Valley Fire Safe Council  
Capay Valley Fire Protection District  
Capay Valley Vision 
City of Winters  
Dunnigan Fire Protection District  
Esparto Fire Protection District 

Madison Fire Protection District 
One Hundred Club 
UC Davis Fire Department 
West Winters Fire Safe Council  
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 - Frerich  
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 - Barajas  
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 

 
 
AGENDA 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting:  March 27, 2024. First: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home 
Supportive Services, Second: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County Office of Emergency Services. AYES: Unanimous. 
Motion Approved.  

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from February 28, 2024. First: Kurt Johnson, Yolo County Office of 
Emergency Services, Second: Barry Burns, Esparto Fire Protection District. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved.   

 
4.  Member Announcements: All 
 
5. Action Item: Approve Catholic Charities as a new voting member of the YCFSC. First: Jesse Capitanio, 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District, Second: Don Palm, American Red Cross . AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved.  
 
6. Action Item: Approve budget of ~$15,000 for western Yolo County Fire Protection Districts (Capay, 
Esparto, Madison and Winters FPDS) Knox boxes. First: Jesse Capitanio, Capay Valley Fire Protection 
District, Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES: Unanimous. Motion 
Approved. 
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7 Action Item: Approve Yolo County Office of Emergency Service’s request to Yolo County Board of 
Supervisors to move $175,000 from Grantline (AKA Front Country) Road Project to community tree work. 
Action Item tabled to another meeting – deferred to May 2024 Meeting. 
 
8. Report: AT&T rural phone service update: Tara Thronson, Chief of Staff to Supervisor Frerichs 
Tara Thronson provided an updated from the public meeting hosted by Supervisor Frerichs’ office 
regarding AT&T ending service to copper lines. AT&T is requesting to end the Carrier of Last Resort 
obligation through the California Public Utility Commission which would cease service of copper lines. This 
would impact rural customers in Yolo County as well as a few 911 Dispatch towers that provide 
communications during fires. The County has written two letters of opposition to urge AT&T to expand 
cellular service or provide another viable option for rural customers who would be without phone service 
if this moved forward. The meeting was attended by AT&T where AT&T assured that they cannot cut off 
service to copper lines unless a viable alternative is available to customers.  
  
9.   Regular Reports: Tanya lead 

• CAL FIRE Report 
Battalion Chief Trevyn Close reported that the Fuel Moisture Report for the Sonoma Lake Napa Unit 
is trending up well above the critical moisture levels. Tentatively, on April 15th, staffing will increase 
to staffing level 2. In mid-June, staffing levels may increase to have an engine staffed at every 
station including Brooks.  

• YCOES Report, including project updates:  YCOES Staff  
Kurt Johnson provided an update on fuels projects in West Winters and the Capay Valley. One 
project has been completed and more residents are interested which may require increased 
funding. Christopher Estrada reported on the Neighborhood Ready Program which is still being 
edited and should be finalized in the next upcoming months. Kristin Weivoda reported that the 
Emergency Operation Plan will be going to the Board of Supervisors in late May. For the 
Neighborhood Ready Plans, one neighborhood in Davis has volunteered to try the program to work 
out the kinks before it’s finalized. Yolo-Alert system will be updated in the Everbridge transition. 
Lastly, Yolo County OES has a contract with ZoneHaven to improve evacuation planning and 
mapping.   

• RCD Coordinator Report, including project update  
1. Project updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD 

Tanya provided an update on current Early Action Funding projects including the West 
Winters State Highway 128 Fuels Reduction which kicked off in early March with 
approximately one-mile of shaded fuel break work along the southside of the road. Project 
costs are lower than expected and will free up funding for increased vegetation work.  

2. Grant update, Tanya: Small grants for Fire Protection Districts. YCRCD staff can help. 
Tanya announced a grant for individual support for projects related to community 
development – case manager assigned to help locate and develop grant proposals for 
community work.  

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update--Alli Permann, YCRCD 
Alli updated that site visits and burn planning is currently underway on a couple properties 
in the Capay Valley and more opportunities to get involved will be announced soon.  

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli 
Alli updated that Yolo County Fire Safe Council programs are continuing. The Chipper 
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Program hosted a Chipper Day in March. Other outreach updates were that a March 2024 
Newsletter was live and the Fire Safe Council will be tabling at the Yolo Basin Foundation’s 
California Duck Days on April 27th.  

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose  
Chris Rose reported about the Solano RCD Plant Sale on March 23rd that has a fire 
resilience theme. Additionally, Chris reported that the RCD’s hazardous tree removal 
project is working on permitting and sent out a Request for Proposals for a Registered 
Professional Foresters to prioritize tree removal and assist with implementation. Solano 
Fire Safe Council is hosting a Community Wildfire Preparedness Day on May 4th from 10 am 
to 2 pm (location TBD).  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: Moira updated that Firewise Community meetings for Guinda and Rumsey 

are underway and that Guinda and Rumsey will be combined into one Firewise community 
for certification. Next meeting is in Guinda.  

2. Napa Fire Wise: Napa Fire Wise was not in attendance.  
3. Pleasants Valley: Revalee Hemken reported that they have identified a fire chief to staff the 

station at Canal Lane outside of Winters which hasn’t been staffed for many years. 
Additionally, Revalee reported that Chief Snyder and the City of Winters City Council signed 
an agreement for 911 Dispatch enhancement for seamless dispatch between Yolo and 
Solano counties.  

4. West Winters: Kyra Mills provided an update on large eucalyptus removal in Golden Bear 
Estates.  

 
10.  Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Wednesday, April 24, 2024  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


