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YOLO COUNTY

Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting
4:00-5:15PM Wednesday, February 28, 2024

Meeting recording: https://youtu.be/ilzMzDO0lJs4?si=WyC8gw9JQCfHBYPM

Attendance:

American Red Cross Madison Fire Protection District

Audubon California- Bobcat Ranch UC Davis Fire Department

Cache Creek Conservancy West Winters Fire Safe Council

Capay Valley Fire Safe Council Winters Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Fire Protection District Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2 - Frerich
City of Winters Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 - Barajas
Dunnigan Fire Protection District Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
East Davis County Fire Protection District Committee

Esparto Fire Protection District

Meeting Notes:
1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: February 28, 2024. First: Don Palm, American Red Cross,
Second: Matt Allhouse, Audubon California Bobcat Ranch. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from January 24, 2024. First: Don Palm, American Red Cross,
Second: Bill Biasi, City of Winters. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements: All
e Chris Rose, Solano RCD: Spring 2024 Plant Sale at Berryessa Brewing in Winters, CA on March 23,
2024 from 12 PM to 4 PM with a fire safe landscaping theme (more info, here)

5. Special Report: Nicole Hudnet from T-Mobile’s Emergency Response Team (ERT) with a 15-minute
presentation on how that team can help during times of emergency.
e T-Mobile has an emergency response team that operates 24/7-365 to support communications for
Public Safety and First Responders
e Support teams that will provide Wi-Fi and charging capabilities to disaster shelters to support folks
who are evacuated
e During non-emergencies, T-Mobile ERT is working to build relationships, plan/train for
emergencies, build public and private relationships for emergency response, etc.
e During emergencies and major events, T-Mobile ERT can:
o Deploy temporary infrastructure — always within 12 hours of every major US city
o Antenna tilts for first responders for coverage gaps
o Reprioritize restoration efforts by working with county officials and members of the public



https://youtu.be/iIzMzD0lJs4?si=WyC8gw9JQCfHBYPM
https://www.solanorcd.org/employment-and-volunteer-opportunities/events/plantsale.html

6. Regular Reports: Tanya lead

CAL FIRE Report — Battalion Chief Trevyn Close
o Chief Close filled Chief Miguel Watson’s position — Chief Watson moved to a different

Battalion position at CAL FIRE Delta Camp near Suisun City.

1,000 Hour Dead Fuels and 10,000 Hour Dead Fuel Moistures are high right now — similar to
a normal fire season.

CAL FIRE Burn Permits are exclusively on-line (https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov) — residential
pile burning is currently allowable in Yolo County, but any broadcast burning or ag burning
needs a CAL FIRE burn permit.

Application for burn permits for ag or broadcast burning will go to a local Battalion Chief for
review and site visits — Chief Close won’t be the only Fire Chief conducting site visits (Chief
Rob Wettstein and Chief Watson will still be working in Yolo County).

YCOES Report, including project updates: YCOES Staff
o Christopher Estrada — introduction to the new Neighborhood Ready Program — help

neighbors to be better prepared for more localized emergencies while they wait for first
responders to arrive on scene — more programmatic information and outreach will roll out
soon.

o Emergency Operations Plan — public comment period will close on Friday, March 1, 2024
RCD Coordinator Report, including project update
1. Project updates—CAL FIRE grant and Early Action—Heather Nichols and Tanya Meyer,

YCRCD

a. Request for Qualifications for Fuels Management Contractors — targeted grazing,
fuels and vegetation work, road safety, etc. This is the gathering of interested
contractors for upcoming fuels work. Submission is ongoing, but deadline to qualify
for fuels work in late April is April 9, 2024. (more info, here)

b. West Winters Highway 128 Shaded Fuel Break work is beginning in early March

c. Ingress/Egress in Capay Valley — Chief Capitanio subscribed to CalTopo mapping
software

d. Rumsey Fire Buffer planning is underway — Tanya Meyer and Bailey Adams, PBA
Coordinator, conducted site visits with Chief Capitanio to work on fuels treatment
plan

2. Grants update — Tanya Meyer, YCRCD

a. YCRCD turned in application with the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation to do weed work
for flood and wildfire protection.

b. YCRCD also applied to a CAL FIRE block grant through the California Association of
Resource Conservation Districts for oak woodland health.

c. Coalitions and Collaborations Whole Community Outreach Proposal was recently
submitted by YCRCD in collaboration with Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano.

d. YCRCD re-applied to the California Fire Safe Council’s County Coordinator grant to
continue the coordination of the Yolo County Fire Safe Council.

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update: Alli Permann, YCRCD

a. Bailey Adams, Yolo PBA Coordinator, has been doing site visits with landowners in
the Capay Valley to begin planning for upcoming broadcast burns and trainings.

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Alli

a. No Chipper Day yet for 2024 — waiting for more properties to sign up to host a full
day of chipping. Address sign program is ongoing.

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Chris Rose and/or Karin Young

a. Solano RCD is submitting a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a Registered Professional


https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/
https://yolorcd.org/vegetation-management-request-for-qualifications/

Forester to remove hazard trees along Pleasants Creek. In tandem with the RPF and
a contractor, Solano RCD will take out hazardous trees along the creek before they
tumble into the creek.
b. Solano RCD hosted four Prescribed Burn Association exploration meetings in
Fairfield, Rio Vista, Vacaville, and a virtual meeting.
e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley: Jonathan Flora reported there will be Firewise Community meeting at the
Rumsey Hall March 6. The Firewise area will be in the Capay Valley Fire Protection District
from Rumsey to Guinda through the Capay Valley including all the farmland and rural
areas. Additionally, CVERA has been planning defensible space work for community
members pending drier weather.

2. Pleasants Valley: Liann Stubblefield reported about an Open House at Station 68 (in the
north end of North Pleasants Valley, near Putah Creek Rd and north end of Pleasants Valley
Rd) on March 30™ between 8 am and 11 am. The Open House is to promote healing and
goodwill in the Pleasants Valley community and to introduce the new Battalion Chief,
support volunteers, fire resilient neighborhoods, and recruit new volunteers.

3. West Winters: Kyra Mills reported on the progress of the QR code signs that would direct
first responders from mutual aid agencies with information like evacuation routes, water
locations, and places of refuge. They are ready to move forward with the purchasing of the
signs, website hosting for the QR code links, and sign design.

4. Napa Firewise — Shari Gardner reported on roadside clearing projects for ingress/egress
and the progress for CEQA. Napa Firewise is also working with local Fire Safe Councils to
get Firewise community designation.

7. ACTION ITEM: Highway Wildfire Awareness sign budget increase. Motion to increase the
budget for this project by $4,000. Funds to come from one of the reduced projects in Winters. First: Don
Palm, American Red Cross. Second: Kate Laddish, Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services. AYES:
Unanimous. Motion Approved.

8. Adjourn and set Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 4:00-5:15 PM
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This grant program and publications are funded in full by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) as part of the California Climate Investments Program.




