
  

 
 
Yolo County Fire Safe Council 

Monthly Meeting 4:00-5:30 PM on Wednesday, November 29, 2023 

 
Meeting Recording: YouTube link: https://youtu.be/CDJqatTWM8A?si=JEqjJ76-lpNoIZLj 

Attendance: 
American Red Cross 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 
Madison Fire Protection District 
West Winters Fire Safe Council 
UC Davis Fire Department 

Winters Fire Protection District 
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 - Barajas 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee

 
MEETING NOTES 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: November 29, 2023.  First: Jack Snyder, Second: Don Palm. 

AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.  
 

3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from October 25, 2023. First: Jesse Capitanio, Second: Ken Britten. 
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.   

 
4.   Member Announcements: All 

• Tanya Meyer: UC Davis Fire Department has applied and been approved as a new member of the 
Yolo County Fire Safe Council. 

• Alli Permann: Community meeting for the Yolo County Climate Action and Adaptation Plan in 
Guinda, 6 PM at the Guinda Grange Hall – November 29th 

• Jorge Savala: Catholic Charities of Yolo and Solano is in the process of becoming a Fire Safe Council 
member. Catholic Charities hosted a gathering on Dec 13th at 3:30 PM at Blue Note Brewery to 
share disaster preparedness resources and to prep for upcoming winter storms.  

 
5. Early Action Funding:  

• Clarify on quorum requirements in our Bylaws – Heather Nichols: 
o Any regular business, requires supermajority of two-thirds (2/3) of voting members 

PRESENT and a quorum is not required for those votes. 
o A quorum is required for an election of officers and changing of bylaws – a two-thirds 

supermajority of all voting members are required for those actions. 
o Missing three meetings in a row means a member is no longer in good standing and loses 

voting rights. To rectify this, a member representative must attend two consecutive 
meetings for voting rights to be restored. 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/CDJqatTWM8A?si=JEqjJ76-lpNoIZLj


6. ACTION: Approve added project: Knox boxes for West Winters Area and other project amendments. 
First: Don Palm, Second: Kate Laddish. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
PROPOSED PROJECT CHANGES:  

1. State Hwy 128 Mechanical work on South side—extend this project further east towards Lake 
Solano. Adds miles but a very narrow section of vegetation 

2. Winters Area Creek Side Fuel Reduction: scaled back because it can be grazed or weed 
whacked. Recommended to reduce the dollar amount and move funds to Knox boxes funding. 

3. Winters Westside Buffers- NW side of Winters is pretty controlled already – also may need 
some weedwhacking – proposed to move some funding to highway awareness signs on Hwy 128 and 
Hwy 16 

4. Winters FD and WWFSC would like to add a project: adding Knox boxes to gates in the West 
Winters Area, Knox boxes are $250/each and we don’t yet have  

5. Roadside Highway Sign Designs- fabricator quotes are in the process, metal posts were 
determined not to be necessary, new sign design that raises awareness for high fire area will be vetted 
by local Fire Safe Councils for approval 

 
7. Reports:  

• YCOES Report, including project updates:  YCOES Staff – Christopher and Kurt 
o Vegetation Management projects- first project has been closed; process went through 

without any hiccups. Any projects in Winters or Capay Valley will be receiving email from 
Kurt and contractors to begin working through all the projects that were requested. 

• RCD Coordinator Report, Solano and Yolo County RCDs: 
1. Heather Nichols – Early Action funding and contractors: waiting for the MOU 

Amendment with the County of Yolo in early January. Waiting for MOU to put out a 
Request for Qualifications to contractors. CAL FIRE Planning Grant contract unusually 
delayed – once the contract is in place, a different RFQ will be out for California 
Certified Burn Boss 

2. Kate Reza – Grant opportunities update: California Fire Safe Council County 
Coordinator grant will go out for application in January 2024, RCD will pursue that 
funding again. CAL FIRE has released their request for proposals for Wildfire 
Prevention Grant – Yolo County RCD and Solano RCD will partner for $500,000 for 
CWPP project implementation. FAC NET grant submitted with Catholic Charities to 
implement Inclusive Communication and Evacuation Community Outreach Project 
for $80,000 – will hear back in December as to whether the funding is granted. 

3. Alli Permann – Yolo PBA update: RCD staff has been attending a lot of PBA trainings 
and working through processes to streamline how to get fire on the ground, gearing 
up for a spring burn – nailing down logistics for that burn and upcoming 
informational meetings and trainings 

4. Alli Permann – Yolo County FSC Programs Update: Half Day Chipper Day for Winters 
on Nov 6; no December Chipper Day scheduled just yet – not enough interest. 
Program mailers are being sent out to communities in the Capay Valley and outside 
of Winters. Roadside program signs that will be posted soon.  

5. Chris Rose & Orlaith Richardson – Solano RCD: Big package for hazardous tree 
removal project on Pleasants Creek will be going out soon. Solano RCD is meeting 
with fire districts and fire department leads about establishing a PBA in Solano 
County. Working on establishing three new fire safe councils in Solano County – two 
groups are interested in establishing new FSCs. 

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports:  



1. Capay Valley Fire Safe Council – Chief Capatanio: FSC received basic training of the 
CalTopo GIS program; go around neighborhoods to map ditches that are clogged with 
vegetation to burn with the Yolo PBA; still working towards FireWise certification in 
Rumsey 

2. Pleasants Valley Fire Safe Council – Revalee Hemken: attended the Solano RCD Plant 
Sale for community education and outreach 

3. West Winters Fire Safe Council – Ken Britten: no November meeting, meeting with 
Winters Fire Department to work out details of emergency responder sign funding; 
FireWise community certification hasn’t happened yet. 

 
 

9.  Adjourn and set Next Meeting:  Wednesday, January 24, 2024 
 

 


