
 

       
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council 

Monthly Meeting 
  4:00-5:13PM Wednesday, May 24, 2023  
 
Meeting Recording: Yolo County Fire Safe Council Meeting 5/24/2023 - YouTube 
 
Attendance: 
American Red Cross 
Cache Creek Conservancy 
Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council   
Capay Valley Vision 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
City of Winters 
Dunnigan Fire Protection District 
East Davis County Fire Protection District         
Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 

Madison Fire Protection District 
West Winters Fire Safe Council 
Winters Fire Protection District 
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4-Provenza 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Frerichs 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 

 
Meeting Notes 

        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: May 24, 2023. First: Kate Laddish, Second: Don Palm AYES: 
Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from April 26, 2023. First: Jesse Capitanio, Second: Ken Britten. AYES: 
Unanimous. Motion Approved, with a correction on Announcement section. 

 
4.   Member Announcements: All 

• Tanya requested information from the two Solano County residents at this meeting: has the “high-
low siren” has been used, to their knowledge, in evacuation events.  They said it had not. 

• Catholic Charities of Yolo-Solano: Jorge Savala-Program Manager, and Daniel Soria-Emergency 
Preparedness Educator, introduced themselves and spoke about their work with incoming migrant 
farmworkers.  They are beginning to engage with both the YCFSC and the Solano Fire Safe Council 
to support disaster preparedness and other needs in the community. 

• Kate Laddish: Vance Taylor, the Chief of Office of Access and Functional Needs at Cal OES is holding 
the 2023 National Access and Functional Needs Symposium July 11-12. Registration: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-national-access-and-functional-needs-symposium-tickets-
639537081627 

• Tracy Katelman: CVERA is starting monthly community meetings 

• Tracy K: Forest Stewardship Training for landowners in this region. See attached flier. 

• Kate L: Winters cameras on the new Alert CA System are not operational. Tracy will let the 
operators know. 

 
5.   Reports: Tanya lead 

A. YCOES Report, including project updates: Christopher Estrada reported that he has completed 
the second draft of the AgPass plan for both commercial and residential landowners with livestock; tree 
vendors are re-starting their site visits for planning in Winters and will be visiting the Capay Valley soon; 
Kurt Johnson is managing these projects but is almost out of his limited hours until the new fiscal year 
starts July 1. Then he will have more time on this work. 

B.RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnJUhTApfQ8
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-national-access-and-functional-needs-symposium-tickets-639537081627
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-national-access-and-functional-needs-symposium-tickets-639537081627


1.   Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD 
2.   Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs—Kate Reza, YCRCD: Kate 
reported the Defensible Space Assistance Program grant is open; Guinda Grange is applying for 
PG&E Resilience Hub program (due June 23); ongoing opportunities usually have quarterly 
deadlines.  Air purifiers purchased from the HEPA Filter Grant were delivered to the Migrant 
Center in Madison this week and 19 families with children received them. Grant tracking sheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1
796765611 

3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update: Bailey Adams, YCRCD: 30-acre grassland burn 
scheduled for June 19. Everyone is welcome to participate or observe, but will need to register--
Rangeland Demonstration Burn: https://forms.gle/opLpDqe3iJBmWpQBA 
4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli Permann, YCRCD: May 15 
sent out an electronic wildfire preparedness newsletter—please sign up for these if you have 
not; ordered new address signs and have distributed about 200; chipper day on May 26 on 
Capay Valley. 
5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young: May meeting covered alerts and situational awareness 
training; Solano FSC Meeting is now June 12 on Zoom; CWPP still accepting feedback on CWPP-
you can provide feedback on the Solano County CWPP here: 
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3f0d20783f1945de9d87209c2cb0c54d; Join Solano RCD for 
World Environment Day on June 3! Info here: https://www.cleanupsolano.org/home/world-env-
day; 

C. Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley: CVERA and CVFSC work party to make defensible space around the homes of 

three seniors in Capay Valley May 27 and June 4. 
2. Pleasants Valley: Holding a potluck for their monthly meeting on June 12; will do a “show 

and tell” of ideas and lessons learned to survive living in the high fire zone. 
3.   West Winters: Met on May 18 and Ken Britten is the new chair and WWFSC will be writing 
bylaws. 

 
6.  ACTION: Approve recommendation to the Yolo County Board of Supervisors to re-allocate unused Early 
Action funds to support implementation of priority CWPP projects.  Motion: Ken Britten motioned to take 
list of CWPP projects (see attached) to the BoS and use the funds for the siren feasibility study and ask 
them to empower the YCFSC and YCRCD to get formal estimates and prioritize projects once the funds are 
transferred.  Second: Bill Weisgerber. Motion passed unanimously. 

• Background: In March 2022, the County of Yolo received $1.5 million in Early Action funding for 
the LNU Lightning Complex burn area. From Supervisor Don Saylor’s post-LNU listening sessions in 
October 2020, residents requested a better alert system, and so $800,000 of those funds were 
earmarked to study the feasibility of a siren system along the Yolo-Solano County line. In the 2.5 
years since that fire, numerous discussions among emergency responder professionals, as well as 
the difficulty planning and coordinating across the county line has led to the conclusion that a 
siren system will not work. 

• YCOES staff recently suggested using that funding for on the ground projects. The YCFSC 
Coordinator created a project list by downscaling the list from the recently applied for CAL FIRE 
Wildfire Protection Grant (WPG); the original project list was approved in February 2023 by the 
YCSFC. 

• YCFSC Coordinator reviewed the list during this meeting.  See attached.  Estimates are rough 
estimates only. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611
https://forms.gle/opLpDqe3iJBmWpQBA
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3f0d20783f1945de9d87209c2cb0c54d
https://www.cleanupsolano.org/home/world-env-day
https://www.cleanupsolano.org/home/world-env-day


Discussion on the proposed action: 

• Ken B and Neal V suggested the fuels reduction along the creeks in Winters take place as far to 
the west as Lake Solano, and that the work will need to be a joint project with Solano County 

• Neal V reminded us that estimates usually do not match reality and we need to have a strategy 
to prioritize these projects going forward 

• Kate L suggested working with the Winters Natural Resources Commission on Winters projects 
(meets evenings on third Mondays) 

• Tara T would like us to prioritize projects that are NOT likely to be funded from other sources; 
these are one- time discretionary funds that are move flexible than a grant. 

• Tracy K and Tanya suggest that other funding is not immediately available (CAL FIRE WPG) 
would start 1.5-2 years from now. 

• What about the communication system that the community wanted? 
o Emergency responders think siren system would be too confusing 
o Cell phone companies may be adding new towers and/or boosting current signals 

although they will not be expanding services dramatically due to low populations 
o Cell companies did not push the alerts through during LNU and that has been addressed 
o There is a new Disaster Services Council to address this communication issue and 

improve an alert system 

• Tracy K and Neal V: we would get the BoS to authorize the new use of the funding, and then to 
empower this group to prioritize the project list.  

• Don P-is this the best way to approach the Board of Supervisors? It’s a big request to make 
decisions without consulting them 

• Tara T-all of these projects (except the Rumsey fire buffer) came from CWPP and the BoS signed 
off on the CWPP; these priorities have already been set through robust community engagement 
in the high fire zones as this funding was intended for in Senate Bill 129: “$1.5 million to the 
County of Yolo for fuel reduction, alert warning systems and fire preparedness and mitigation.” 

• Bill W reminds us that these projects were already carefully vetted by this group and the 
community; the siren system not really feasible-- and it’s only a study.  These projects are a 
good idea. It’s an easy sell. 

• Kate L: Reminds us that Solano decided not to do the siren system and thus the whole project 
would not work. 

 
7.   Discussion: Topics and timing for next meeting—we could discuss the list further on June 28 
or wait till July.  There is speaker from the California Insurance Commission scheduled for July 26 
meeting. 
 
8. Adjourn and set Next Meeting:    Wednesday, June 28 at 4PM.  Will be cancelled unless otherwise 
stated. 
Motion to adjourn First: Bill W, Second: All. Meeting adjourned at 5:17PM. 
 

 



In March 2022, the County of Yolo received $1.5 million in Early Action funding for the LNU Lightning Complex 

burn area. At Supervisor Don Saylor’s post-LNU listening sessions held in October 2020, residents requested a 

better alert system; $800,000 of the funds were earmarked to study the feasibility of a siren system along the 

Yolo-Solano County line. In the 2.5 years since that fire, numerous discussions among emergency responder 

professionals led to the conclusion that a siren system is not feasible.  

Yolo County Office of Emergency Services and the Yolo County Fire Safe Council (YCFSC) request that the 

Board of Supervisors reallocate the $800,000 to fund the projects listed below and empower the YCFSC to 

prioritize these projects and approve them for management by the Yolo County Resource Conservation 

District (RCD).  

These projects are taken from the 2023 Yolo County Community Wildfire Protection Plan, and were identified 

through robust engagement with the community and local fire professionals. The CWPP was signed by the 

Board of Supervisors on March 21, 2023.  The list was below carefully vetted by the members of the YCFSC at 

the May YCFSC meeting, and was unanimously approved on May 24, 2023. 

Project Name Project Description Est. Budget including 
costs for RCD project 
management  

Capay Valley Equipment 
Fuel 

Reimburse local volunteers for diesel fuel to use their own equipment for 
mechanical vegetation removal in Capay Valley. 

                  $4,000.00  

Capay Valley Homes Fuels 
Cleanup Program 

Work with Capay Valley Fire Safe Council to clean up properties in need of 
vegetation management and defensible space work. 

                   
$25,000.00  

Capay Valley State Hwy 16 
Fuels Reduction 

Prescribed burning and vegetation management along State Hwy 16 in the 
high ignition area west of Capay. 

                 
$100,000.00  

Ingress/Egress Capay 
Valley 

Evacuation and access planning in eastern Capay Valley. Work with Capay 
Valley Fire Protection District (CVFPD) to map and possibly improve potential 
shallow-water crossings.  

                       
$5,000.00  

Rumsey Ditch Vegetation 
Management 

Vegetation clearing along Rumsey Ditch to improve ingress/egress on Rumsey 
Canyon Road. 

                $50,000.00  

Rumsey Fire Buffer and 
FireWise Certification 

Begin fuels reduction work with the CVFPD, Capay Valley Emergency 
Response Auxiliary & Fire Safe Council, and RCD technical assistance to plan 
and implement a wildfire buffer around the community of Rumsey using a 
combination of grazing, burning, and vegetation management to help 
Rumsey become FireWise certified. 

               $250,000.00  

State Highway Fire 
Awareness Signs 

Build and install fire awareness signs on State Highway 128 and Highway 16.                     
$12,000.00  

West Winters State Hwy 
128 Fuels Reduction 

Mechanical vegetation control along State Hwy 128 west of Bray Canyon to 
create a shaded fuel break along 1.5 miles of Hwy 128. 

                  
$150,000.00  

Winters Area Creekside 
Fuel Reduction 

Treat fuels along Dry and Putah Creeks near City of Winters                  
$100,000.00  

Winters Westside Buffers Create fire buffers in the grasslands around the north and west side of 
Winters using prescribed fire and grazing. 

                   
$34,000.00  

Yolo County Fuels 
Reduction Chipper 
Program 

Continue funding of existing Neighborhood Chipper Program to provide no-
cost chipping in high-fire areas to maintain defensible space and vegetation 
along access roads for safer access and evacuation routes. 

         $70,000.00  

 
 TOTAL:  $800,000.00  

 


