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Fire

Yolo County Fire Safe Council
Monthly Meeting
4:00-5:30PM Wednesday, July 26, 2023

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/Cd1p0cvr-kI

Attendees:

American Red Cross

Audubon CA-Bobcat Ranch One Hundred Club

Cache Creek Conservancy West Winters Fire Safe Council

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council Winters Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services

Capay Valley Fire Protection District Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Frerichs

City of Winters Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee
Madison Fire Protection District Yolo County Housing Authority

Meeting Minutes:
1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Chief Jack Snyder, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: July 26, 2023 First: Don Palm, Second: Moira Fitzgerald; All
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from May 24, 2023 First: Moira Fitzgerald, Second Don Palm; All
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements: All

e Tanya introduced Sherri Gardner, Napa County Coordinator from Napa Firewise. Sherri will be
participating in our meetings when she is able.

e Don Palm: Red Cross added a new position for Yolo County, and introduced Frances Huezo. She
will also be doing outreach to Spanish-speaking community. Don will still participate with YCFSC

e Kate Laddish, Yolo County IHHS advisory committee: Kate and Elaine Roberts-Musser are in
contact with Carline Chase, the Access and Functional Needs Coordinator for Yolo-Solano 211
for Public Safety Power shut offs and learning more about that program. Will share more info if
requested.

e Tanya received word about an hour before this meeting that CAL FIRE awarded $450,000 to the
YCRCD for planning work and some hazardous fuels management funding for partners Audubon
California and CVERA.

e For the Fire Prevention week, The One Hundred Club of Solano and Yolo Counties has set aside
$200.00 dollars for each of the Fire Safe Councils to use for banners, publications and
notifications. Just have them send Ron Turner an email rtdeckcrew@aol.com.
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5. Special Presentation: Home Insurance in California: Safer from Wildfire Framework and Updates.
Durriya Syed, Northern California Outreach Analyst and Lisa Strange from the California Department of
Insurance (CDI) (suggest watching the meeting for full details).
e Dept of Insurance worked with emergency response agencies to create a list of actions for
homeowners to protect homes from wildfires
e This regulation is called Safer from Wildfires and it directs insurance companies to provide
discounts to insurers with transparencies about their risk rating
e Insurers had until April 12 to submit new rates for insurance for approval by CDI. REQUIRES
insurance companies to recognize the benefits of safety measure work done by homeowners.
Includes defensible space and home hardening.
e Mitigation requirements:
Step 1: Protect structure with home hardening techniques (with list of requirements-see
attachments)
Step 2: Protect immediate surroundings around home—veg and debris clearing
Step 3: Protect Community-level designation involves local government agencies such as FPD,
Firewise USA site. Firewise is national program; CA has more than 500 FW communities. CAL FIRE
works to support communities on this designation.
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/Safer-from-Wildfires.cfm
e SOME insurers are offering discounts for this work. List on CDI website; link below.
e Insurance companies assign a risk score to your property, and need to share this so you can take
steps to fix issues. Insurers HAVE to tell you have to tell you how they create your risk score.
e FAIR plan offers 10% discount on communities participating in Firewise.
e Go to: Insurance.ca.gov for more info

Q&A:

e Q: Chief Capitanio: Rumsey residents have been directed to FAIR Plan, but not getting individual site
inspections because the whole region is now classified as high risk. What’s the criteria for this?

e A: On April 12 rating plans were submitted and they are still under review; should be done by end of
the year. The FAIR Plan should offer a discount for Steps 1-3. Some insurance companies will accept
photos and drone footage instead of in person site visits to show work that has been done for credit.

e Q: Chief Capitanio: does that mean that they are being insured by a company that has not yet been
mandated to adopt this policy?

e A:Yes. Regs have not gone into complete effect; their plan has not been approved yet.

e Affordability and availability: this new regulation should provide some level of availability and
availability; may entice these companies to start writing policies in these areas again.

e Under the FAIR Plan people should receive discounts for work done!

e (DI cannot make insurers write insurance plans

e This new regulation provides transparency: if you don’t think your risk score is fair, you can contact the
CDI for help and appeal that score.

e Q: Ken Britten, WWFSC: Is withdrawal from areas of CA a power play against CDI on the part of the
insurance companies to be allowed to raise their rates?

e A:Insurance companies are not leaving, but they not making new homeowner policies. Companies say
that this because of climate change and that “reinsurance” --insurance for insurance companies--costs
have gone up. The CA Insurance Commissioner will be trying to work with these reinsurance
companies too. Insurance companies cannot raise rates over 6.9% or it will have to go to a hearing,
which they want to avoid. Companies should file a plan for what they need to continue to do business
in CA, which will make this process smoother.

Q: Evan Kilkus, Berryessa Highlands FSC: Will the FAIR Plan offer more discounts above the 10% in the
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future?

A: 5-20% discounts may be seen in the future, but not approved yet.

Q: Evan Kilkus, Berryessa Highlands FSC: Everyone who has a current State Farm policy will be eligible
for a discount after quarter 4? YES And do insurance companies have the capacity to start
inspections in the future to inspect properties?

A: CDI expects that they will. FYlthere are companies that currently do give discounts for work done;
in the future they all have to. The insurance companies MUST tell your risk score and how they came
to it and you have the opportunity to appeal it.

Q: David Stevens, PVFSC: Are people still having their insurance cancelled?

A: Yes. And if that happens, please call CDI because there are some procedures the companies need to
follow to be lawful; if your insurance is cancelled, try looking for an insurer out of the area.

Q: David Stevens, PVFSC: State Farm also refused to do a rider to his EXISTING policy and it did not
have anything to do with fire.

A: That is likely illegal

Q: Chief Capitanio, CVFPD: | believe there is a period directly after a large wildfire where the insurers
are unable to cancel your policy?

A: The moratorium follows a State of Emergency to ID wildfire perimeters and can’t cancel in those
areas for a year.

MORE INFORMATION:

Our Top Ten Tips for Finding Residential Insurance provides a summary of the information and options
available: https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/5-

residential/Top10Tips FindingResidentiallns.cfm

Our Home Insurance Finder tool can help you identify insurance companies and licensed
agents/brokers who have been identified to sell homeowners, renters, condominium, or mobile home
insurance: https://interactive.web.insurance.ca.gov/apex_extprd/f?p=400:50

The Residential Insurance Company Contact List provides toll free numbers for over 50 insurers that are
licensed to sell homeowners insurance. You can contact each of them to find the closest agent or
broker or, in some cases, get a quote from them directly: https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-
consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/res-co-contact.cfm

Experts are available to help answer all your insurance questions at: 800-927-4357
https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/Safer-from-Wildfires.cfm

Send further questions to this email address: crob@insurance.ca.gov

6. Reports: Tanya lead
e YCOES Report, including project updates: YCOES Staff: Christopher Estrada-sent draft of Ag Pass
program to County Ag Department; waiting to hear from them to start the program. Kurt is back for
the new fiscal year and starting Dodd funding work; starting to “slow walk” through one project in
Winters to test out the process. West Coast Arborists are very behind due to the winter storms but
should be getting going soon.
e RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs
1. Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD—see July Coordinator Report
2. Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs—Tanya: The HEPA filters
were distributed by the Catholic Charites to the Yolo Co Housing site in Madison, and one large
filter in the community room at the Winters Senior Housing. Thank you to Catholic Charities
for getting these distributed. YCRCD Google Doc Tracking Sheet:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHXxN72IVWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611
3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update: Alli Permann, YCRCD: PBA on Saturday June 17—
70 volunteers and firefighters were there for 27-acre rangeland burn. A clean, uniform and
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uneventful (good) but very successful, well-organized burn. But no more burning for the rest

of the summer. Please sign up for newsletter https://yolorcd.org/what-we-do/yolo-

prescribed-burn-association

4. Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update— Alli P., YCRCD—please share

the newsletter; chipper day this week and the next one is the week of August 21. Please sign

up and share this with your communities.

5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Tanya for Karin Young : Materials from last week's SFSC meeting

about prescribed fire are on the website, solanofsc.org in the Meetings section. Very high-

quality overview. The next Solano Fire Safe Council meeting is on Monday August 21, 5:30 PM

- 7:00 PM on Zoom. SFSC meetings are shifting (County Coordinator will be running them) but

the Zoom link will be the same this month

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley—Moira Fitzgerald: getting plans together for National Fire Prevention Week
in October; so excited about new funding and are going to be a force in local defensible
space!

2. Pleasants Valley-David Stevens: 1-3 people per week are contracting PVFSC regarding
insurance cancellation. A frightening situation for residents

3. West Winters, Ken B: About to approve bylaws tomorrow evening. Congrats on the grant!

7. Discussion: Discuss the re-allocation of unused Early Action funds to support implementation of
priority CWPP projects. Yolo County Board of Supervisors re-allocated $800,000 to be managed by the
YCRCD and prioritized by the YCFSC; need to do an MOU with the County before anything can start. Will
work on this list at the next meeting.

o Kate L: Winters Area Creekside Fuel reduction project: how is that going to be carried out? We
will need to plan with the Winters Natural Resources Commission. Tanya says: These projects
don’t have scopes of work or other details yet. Ken B: how far west is this project going—as far as
the state land along Hwy 128? Tanya: there are plans to work along Hwy 128 already.

e Dash W, Audubon: County Road 34 Bridge issue is also listed in the CWPP and is a priority and
Dash is ready to lead as needed.

e Tracy K: Focus on communities with insurance issues and get them Firewise certified.

8. Discussion: Topics and timing for next meeting

9. Adjourned 5:20PM and set Next Meeting: 4:00PM, August 23

This grant program and publications are funded in full by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Pratection (CAL FIRE) as part of the California Climate Investments Program.
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