
 

 
 

 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council 

Monthly Meeting 
  4:00-5:00PM Wednesday, April 26, 2023  
 
Meeting Recording:  Recording of April 26 meeting on Youtube: https://youtu.be/VVLF_X2DSy4 
 
Attendance: 
American Red Cross 
Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council   
Capay Valley Vision 
Capay Valley Fire Protection District 
City of Winters 
Dunnigan Fire Protection District 
East Davis County Fire Protection District  
Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee        
Madison Fire Protection District 

West Winters Fire Safe Council 
Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 4-Provenza 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Frerichs 
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas 
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory 
Committee 
Yolo County Housing Authority

MEETING NOTES: 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council 
Vice Chair: Vacant 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: April 26, 2023 First: Don Palm, Second: Jesse Capitanio. AYES: 
Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from March 22, 2023 First: Neal VanAlfen, Second: Moira Fitzgerald. 
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 
 
4.  ACTION: Call for and approve new Vice Chair.  Chief Jack Snyder from the Winters Fire Department has 
agreed to be nominated for this position, but is out of state for the week.  First: Jesse Capitanio, Second: 
Kate Laddish. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 
 
5.   Member Announcements:  Don Palm, ARC: did hands-only CPR training in the Capay Valley and thanks 
CVERA for hosting; Kate Laddish: IHHS yolo Healthy aging alliance with Yolo County Commission on Aging 
and Adult Services has been doing a series of emergency prep workshops in the incorporated cities—thank 
you to Yolo County OES for support on this.  One more meeting in Woodland in early may; Tracy Katelman 
will be out in Esparto 10AM-2PM on May 6 to help incoming farmer workers prepare doe season, including 
disaster prep; Gary Hensley PVFSC: very successful Wildfire Expo on April 15 
 
6. Discussion: Frequency of YCFSC meetings.  Monthly or quarterly or every other month. The CWPP is 
complete—how often do we want to meet?  We can skip meetings during the holidays and should meet 
move often in fire season.  Will meet every other monthly but hold the dates in the event that we need to 
meet.  YCRCD will put out monthly update to keep people connected and updated.  Also check the YCFSC 
website.  Please save the May 24 date and will cancel if needed.  See how it goes. 

 
7.   Reports: Tanya lead 

A. YCOES Report, including project updates, and introducing Christopher Estrada – Kristen Weivoda:  

• Delays in the Chipper Program due to contracting issues—working though those issues.   

• Update on the fuels reduction projects: no update today since Kurt Johnson was unable to attend 

https://youtu.be/VVLF_X2DSy4


this meeting.   

• Kristin has been meeting with T-Mobile and more in the special presentation 

B. RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs 
1.   Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD: see report and/or YCFSC 
Website events page; Ag Pass is a program that allows landowners back into their property 
after a fire if they have been trained.  Yolo Co OES is working with the Yolo Co. Ag 
Commissioner on this and will keep us posted.  YCFSC would like to include small farmers and 
producers in this and not just larger farms and ranches. 

2.   Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs— 
• Kate Reza, YCRCD: not a lot of new grants but there is a Wildfire Smoke Preparedness 

grant due May 9; ongoing small grants could be very useful do not require match.  
Strategic Growth Council Community Resilience Center will fund new construction 
upgrades for resiliance center and will provide technical support for grant writing. Please 
check on spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=17
96765611 

• Heather Nichols: YCRCD submitted a $5 million dollar proposal to implement CWPP 
Projects but the program was very competitive and we are in discussion to re-apply for 
$350,000 for planning and $100,000 for CVERA and Audubon California to do fuels 
reduction work.  Planning will include CEQA work and making more detailed plans for 
CWPP projects. CAL FIRE was very supportive of the proposal and encouraged us to re-
apply in the future. Continuing to look for other funding and implementing Early Action 
fund work.  Chief Capitanio: Thank you to YCRCD for this work. 

3.    Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update: Alli Permann, YCRCD—April PBA meeting in 
Winters discussed permitting and compliance and shared the Tool Trailer.  Next meeting in 
Esparto Community Hall May 18th from 4-6 PM with Burn Boss Phil Dye to prep for the demo 
burn in June.  Lots to learn at this meeting—please join us if interested in learning more about 
PBAs and joining the burn.  Presentation to Rumsey Improvement Association May 1. Let us 
know if your group would like a presentation about the Yolo PBA. 
4.   Outreach, Address Sign and Chipper Program update– Alli Permann, YCRCD: Tabling 
at Duck Days April 29; lots of address sign requests for Western Yolo County—there is plenty of 
funding in this program; Chipper day coming soon. 
5.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young: Last meeting Monday April 17 focused on regional 
preparedness efforts; next meeting Monday may 15 5:30-7, with focus on alert tools.  CWPP 
still in process, updated draft comping soon. County of Solano is holding a Wildfire 
Preparedness Day May 6 in Fairfield; Please see the new website at www.solanofsc.org 

C. Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1.   Capay Valley—Planning October Wildfire Prevention Week event 
2.   Pleasants Valley –Recovering from the April 15 Wildfire Expo event.  Planning a picnic for 
June. 
3.   West Winters—nothing to report 

 
8.  Special Presentation: T-Mobile staff and engineers presented solutions and barriers to improving 
communication to our high fire risk zones. This was a very visual presentation.  A map has been requested 
to be attached with these notes. 

• Steve Swanston from T-Mobile: has been meeting with YCOES regarding poor cell coverage.  T-
Mobile is working with SpaceX and StarLink and by the end of third quarter testing will begin on 
the SMS Network to be able to send out emergency messages to people with poor cell coverage. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611
http://www.solanofsc.org/


• Scott Wood, Network Engineer shared information about adding cell towers. Capacity upgrades 
depends on the population in the area.  Scott shared the maps of the cell towers and proposed 
additions in Western Yolo County.  There are not a lot of cell towers around Capay Valley but a 
new tower will be added in August, which will improve outdoor coverage, and another tower is  
predicted to be on line in the spring of 2024. 

• Meeting attendees were able to interact with T-Mobile staff and ask questions about the cell 
coverage in their neighborhoods. 

• T-Mobile is hoping to provide some type of emergency communications for everyone: SMS first, 
then voice communication, then other data.  Investments have already been made in expanding 
the connectivity.  

• If there is a fire, T-Mobile can bring in teams to add connectivity during that fire.   

• 5G will be added to a local tower which will improve service, but no immediate plans for the 
Highway 128 corridor 

• Could fire stations get a repeater to boost coverage? Yes, you could get a “Wilson Booster.”  FYI 
new iPhone will automatically call 911 for an SOS—this will be more common in the future and 
does not yet work if there is no coverage. 

• Steve said that residents can reach out to him to do tests on network coverage in your area. 
 
 

9.   Adjourn and set Next Meeting:   Possibly May 24, 2023 First: Jesse Capitanio. Second: everyone AYES: 
Unanimous. Motion Approved. Meeting ended at 5:26PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


