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Yolo County Fire Safe Council
Monthly Meeting Minutes
4:00-5:00PM Wednesday, March 22 2023

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/LITal7ofRQ4

Attendees:

Cache Creek Conservancy Winters Fire Protection District

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council Yocha Dehe Fire Department

Capay Valley Vision Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services

City of Winters Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Frerichs

Madison Fire Protection District Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee
One Hundred Club Yolo County Housing Authority

West Winters Fire Safe Council

Meeting Minutes:

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order:
Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council
Vice Chair: Vacant

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: March 22, 2023 First: Kate Laddish. Second: Mica Bennet AYES:
Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from February 22, 2023 First: Neal Van Alfen Second: Moira Fitzgerald AYES:
Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. ACTION: Call for and approve new Vice Chair. Chief Jack Snyder from the Winters Fire Department has agreed to
be nominated for this position. Bylaws state that there must be a super-majority (2/3 of voting members) for this
action, which we did not have at this meeting. Action item tabled.

5. Member Announcements: All

e Yolo County RCD announced we will be tabling at Duck Days at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area April 29. The
Fire Safe House developed by Karin Young will be there for kids to learn about defensible space.

e Tracy Katelman announced: the EPA is proposing to update a hazard rule to change the PN2.5 particulates
in the air—a good thing—but it which could negatively affect prescribed burning. Letter going around the
state through the PBA community to support continued burning. Google form and needs to be signed by
March 27. Will mostly affect large prescribed fires or lots of small burns going on at the same time.

6. Reports:
A. YCOES Report, including project updates — Kristen Weivoda: Arborist work on hold until the rains stop; rain and
wind has also added more work to the project.
B. RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs
1. Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD: the CWPP Timeline the Yolo Board of
Supervisors signed March 21. Only CAL FIRE remains to sign. Thank you to this group for working
together so smoothly—we are three months ahead of schedule.
2. Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD: two small
grants programs: CAL FIRE offering funding for small urban tree plantings around schools; and a small
“Volunteer Fire Capacity Grant” for local and rural fire departments. See link for more information:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHXxN72IvVWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611



https://youtu.be/LITal7ofRQ4
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit#gid=1796765611

3. Yolo Prescribed Burn Association update: Alli Permann, YCRCD: PBA met in March 16. Focused on
foundational documents: membership and liability forms. Discussed barriers to prescribed burning.
Need to do education and outreach so the community knows what is going on with the PBA. Next
meeting April 20, 4-6PM at Winters Fire Department—see the PBA equipment trailer with tools and
equipment that PBA members can utilize for burns.
4. OQutreach and Website Development Committee Report — Alli Permann, YCRCD: Website fully
launched, including information on chipping and address sign. Chipper worked today.
e Kate Laddish: Winters Natural Resource Commission group wanted to know what we do with the
chip. We leave the chips on site. Some landowners don’t want them and many farms do.
e Neal: What about the State Highway roadside signs? They are designed and ready to be fabricated
and installed, but we need funding to complete the project.
e Moira: Due to having full water allocations, will YCFCWCD be able to keep up with this work this
year? Tanya will get back to group on this. The chipper may be busy when the ground dries out.
5. Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Karin Young: Next meeting April 17 (third Monday); submitted large grant to
CAL FIRE with YCRCD; Spring plant sale March 25 at winery in Suisun Valley, including information on
fire-scaping; Wildfire Expo on April 15 with Green Valley FSC; and CWPP for Solano County is in
progress—the vendor presented at the March 20 FSC meeting.
C. Community Fire Safe Council Reports:
1. Capay Valley: Work Party dates are upcoming to assist disabled and seniors with defensible space
once the ground dries out
2. West Winters: Ken Britten is the new chair; group will plan to put together bylaws and create
structure soon.

7. Special Report: Yolo County RCD Fire Resilience Program. The Yolo County RCD and Solano RCD submitted a
large grant to the CAL FIRE Wildfire Protection Grant and will share information about the proposal.
See attached slide show for an overview.
Comments and questions:
e We will be creating fuel break task forces: groups to ID areas in their community that needs work.
e CALFIRE got a lot of proposals for the program; we have ahigh fire status, this there is a lot of completion.
e |F awarded, we may not get all the funding we asked for, and may have to prioritize projects.
e We have a different contract with CAL FIRE and may be able to start some of the permitting early
e Tracy: we will likely hear final awards in October 2023, maybe some more information by June 2023.
e Neal: how do we get the Early Action funding projects under way? Not a good example of fund
management.
e YCOES is short-staffed and are trying to staff up now
e Tanya: We did not ask for funding to do any of the projects for Early Action projects, but we did request
for funding to maintain the projects, assuming they get completed.

8. Motioned to Adjourn: First: Kate Laddish. Second: Tara Thronson AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.
Meeting ended at 5:03PM

Next Meeting: Wednesday April 26, 4:00-5:00pm

What do we want to do in the future now that the CWPP is complete?
Educational presentations?

Frequency of meetings?

Thes grant program and publications ore funded in full by the California Deportment of Forestry and Fire
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