
 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council 

Monthly Meeting 
  Wednesday, January 25, 2023  
 
Recording of this meeting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwRhIJKj2lo&list=PLtbLjJ4hS7eFsHd5dy06tdHRg8eClDAnW&index=23&t=3s  
Minutes—36 in attendance 
 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Chief Rebecca Ramirez, Yocha Dehe Fire Department--absent 
Vice Chair: Jonathan Flora, Capay Valley Fire Protection District Fire Safe Council—absent 
Meeting called to order by Heather Nichols, Yolo County RCD. 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for this meeting: January 25, 2023: First: Kate Laddish; Second: Don Palm. 
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from December 14, 2022 meeting: First: Kate Laddish; Second: Don 
Palm. AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 
 
4.   Member Announcements: 

• Chief Shawn Kinney and Fire Marshall Damen Snow announced that Chief Ramirez has retired.   

• Bailey Adams from the Yolo County RCD introduced herself as the new coordinating or the Yolo 
Count Prescribed Burn Association.  There will be a kick off meeting on February 23 at 3pm.  For 
questions and to RSVP for the February 23rd Kickoff Meeting, please visit: 
www.tinyurl.com/RSVPyolopba  

• Captain Matthew Schechla from the Winters Fire Department announced that WFD has new 
chief. Chief Jack Snyder will be starting February 6. 

• Tanya announced that CAL FIRE is extending comment period to April 4 on the new Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone maps. Go to this link: CAL FIRE FHSZ Website:  
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/wildfire-
preparedness/fire-hazard-severity-zones/ 

 
5.   Reports: 

• YCOES Report, including project updates – Kristen Weivoda: YCOES has been busy with winter 
storms in the County, but will be generating a Request for Proposals for a consultant to 
research the best communication method in the Winters/Lake Solano area.   

• RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs 
1.   Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer: The Solano-Yolo Fire Safe Council 
Leadership Team meetings, a peer-to-peer learning group, were held once a month.  These 
were helpful in getting our community FSCs started, but we are ceasing these meetings  
2.   Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs—Kate Reza, YCRCD: 

NEW grants: Assistance to fire fighters Due Feb 10, Community resilience program for 
community facilities through CDFA due Feb 27  
SMALL Grants: through the Yolo County RCD--$1,000 limit for community Fire Safe 
Councils; HEPA Filter grant: $3,800 in funding to work with Yolo County Housing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwRhIJKj2lo&list=PLtbLjJ4hS7eFsHd5dy06tdHRg8eClDAnW&index=23&t=3s
https://tinyurl.com/RSVPyolopba
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/wildfire-preparedness/fire-hazard-severity-zones/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/wildfire-preparedness/fire-hazard-severity-zones/


Authority to provide the filters for low-income county housing. See Google do for 
details: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN72lvWSE7/edit
#gid=1796765611 
CAL FIRE Wildfire Prevention Grant: the YCRCD is going to submit an application for 
education, planning and implementation of CWPP projects, with focus on funding for 
fire prevention projects to protect communities. We are working with the Community 
Fire Safe Councils on this grant. 

NOTES from Kate’s Report: 
The WP Grants Program provides funding for wildfire prevention projects and activities in and near wildfire-
threatened communities that focus on increasing the protection of people, structures, and communities. 
The grant funds three types of activities; proposals must address at least one: 

1. Wildfire Prevention Planning 
2. Hazardous Fuels Reduction—Our main focus 
3. Wildfire Prevention Education 

Task 1: Wildfire Prevention Planning 
High-Fire Risk Areas Fuels Management Program 

• Coordinating with the County, Caltrans, CAL FIRE 

• Vegetation management planning with an emphasis on conservation: 
Creekside—Roadside--Defensible space--Critical fuel breaks 

• Programmatic regulatory permitting for: 
Prescribed grazing--Prescribed burning--Mechanical veg work 

• Fuel break task force creation for high-fire areas 
Mapping--Drone monitoring 
 
Task 2: Hazardous Fuels Reduction 
Yolo County Fuels Reduction Program Implementation 

• Create a team with expertise (prescribed fire, prescribed grazing, fuels reduction, defensible space) to 
provide landowner support 

• Implement CWPP fuels reduction projects in the following categories: 
High priority roads -– shaded fuel breaks 
High fire-risk communities – defensible space for low-income, disabled, or elderly households 
Putah and Cache Creeks and their tributaries – ladder fuel control while supporting native vegetation 

• Continuation of the chipper program 
 
Task 3: Wildfire Prevention Education 
Yolo County Fuels Reduction Education Program 

• Develop a comprehensive program for wildfire risk reduction 
Workshops/webinars, including: 
Proper equipment use--- DIY Fuels reduction with focus on conservation and climate---Trainings for FSC 
volunteers to conduct D-space assessments---Defensible space assessment training 

• Whole-neighborhood outreach to engage property owners in wildfire resiliency 

• Managing and updating YCFSC website and supporting community FSC websites  
Comments by YCFSC for YCRCD to consider when grant writing: 
How to do veg work white balancing wildlife habitat?  
Mapping portion is excellent 
How to identify disabled/elderly to help with defensible space? 
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Reports, continued:  
3.   Outreach and Website Development Committee Report – Alli Permann, YCRCD: we 
completed the YCFSC website: www.yolofiresafe.org. Check it out and let us know if there is 
anything missing.  Look over the events calendar and let us know if you want us to add 
anything. 
4.   Solano RCD/Solano FSC- Tanya: SFSC is about to adopt their bylaws, and hired their county 
Coordinator who is a consultant and they are also writing a grant to the CAL FIRE Wildfire 
Protection grant.  Also: Solano Ag Department discussed the “Ag Pass” to allow ranchers back 
onto their property after a fire even if others are evacuated.  May consider for Yolo County if 
there is interest. 

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1.   Capay Valley, Moira: Team Rubicon will be helping with defensible space but are busy 
helping clean up after the major flooding in California. Will be here in the spring! 
2.   Pleasants Valley: no report 
3.   West Winters, Neal: WWFSC took a winter break but are meeting February 9 to develop 
bylaws and become more formal 

 
6.   Request for Input: Yolo County Community Wildfire Protection Plan  

The document has been reviewed by the members of the YCFSC.   
The draft has been sent out a few times and we received positive comments and a lot of helpful 
input.  Tanya is working on sending out an updated copy to CAL FIRE and the Yolo County Board 
of Supervisors by the end of January. 
This is the opportunity for verbal comments: “Great job!” 
Thank you to everyone for your thoughtful comments throughout this process. 
 

 
7.   Adjourned at 5:6PM 
Next Meeting:    Wednesday February 22, 4:00-5:30pm  

 
 

http://www.yolofiresafe.org/

