
 
 

 

 
Yolo County Fire Safe Council 

Monthly Meeting 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 

4:00-5:30 pm 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:03PM 
Chair: Chief Rebecca Ramirez, Yocha Dehe Fire Department and  
Vice Chair: Chief Brad Lopez, Winters Fire Department 
 
Member Roll Call—See Member list  
Stakeholders Present-See Registration list 

 
Member Announcements – All 

• Don Palm announced that the American Red Cross is now holding free education presentations 
for communities in order for them to be “Red Cross Ready”. Presentations include training in 
CPR and emergency preparedness.  

Coordinator Report - Solano and Yolo RCDs 

• Heather Nichols of Yolo RCD reported the event description which includes all the upcoming 
regional fire safe council meetings for the month of November; Yolo County’s Wildfire Risk 
Assessment is complete, and the CWPP steering committee will now come back together for 
monthly meetings until fire season starts again; Yolo County OES and Yolo County RCD 
submitted a grant application on 9/30/2021 to the CA Fire Safe Council to fund a County 
Coordinator position in order to coordinate fire planning and write fire prevention grants.  

• Chris Rose of Solano RCD reported that both Solano RCD and Solano OES currently have an open 
job listing and are hoping to hire someone soon to lead the majority of their fire programs; 
Solano County (not Solano RCD) applied for funding for a County Coordinator position similar to 
Yolo County OES and RCD.  

 
Rural Residential Addresses and Neighbor Database - Damen Snow, Fire Marshall, Yocha Dehe Fire 
Department 

• Damen Snow of Yocha Dehe Fire Department reported that while driving through both 
residential and rural parts of Yolo County it is clear that there are still several large portions of 
the community that are missing reflective address signs. Placing reflective address signs on 
residential homes is easy and economical, as there are packages that fire departments can 
purchase that include all supplies necessary to do this. Most counties allow reflective address 
signs to be either blue or green, but first responders have noted that green signs tend to be 
easier to see.   

• Yocha Dehe Fire Department has introduced the “Active 911” program to their organization and 
have been happy with its features, cost, and abilities so far.  Yocha Dehe Fire Department has 
had a lot of success through their dispatch system using their mobile data terminals and fire 
equipment.  Along with the “Active 911” program the Yocha Dehe Fire Department currently has 



 
 

they are also looking into creating an off-line database that holds information for people who 
may need special assistance in times of an evacuation.  

• CVERA will soon be sending out an online survey to figure out if the community is comfortable 
with their information being placed on a special database incase they have special requests or 
needs when it comes to first responders getting on to their property or emergency evacuations.   
Non-profit mailer systems such as the USPS’ “Direct Mail” system have been used with great 
success when used to reach out to the community and get feedback/information.  

• Rose Loveall of Pleasants Valley Fire Safe Council asked if Damen had any experience with 
multiple database-type program run by local neighborhood captains as opposed to one 
centralized database for everyone. 

• Damen Snow of Yocha Dehe Fire Department responded that he reached out to a municipality in 
Iowa who had a similar program to what Rose was describing and they found that having a 
decentralized database of information makes it much more difficult to get the necessary 
information out to the people who need it.   

• Dana Carey of OES brought up the idea of Yocha Dehe FD sharing the data they have from their 
“Active 911” program with OES so that they could implement it into their geo spatial database.  

 
CWPP Project Updates, Discussion and Actions – All 

• Update on Dodd funding-- Kurt Jonson, Yolo County Office of Emergency Services 
o Kurt Johnson of OES reported that there currently is not an update as to when Senator 

Dodd’s funding will be released.  Please complete the project information forms ASAO.  
The more information you are able to provide on a project the more likely that project is 
to be put at the top of the list.  

o The Board of Supervisors will most likely decide where the Dodd funding is spent. 
o There is still very little information regarding how much of the Dodd funding the County 

will actually see and it is still unknown as to whether any parameters will be attached to 
it.  

o Neal Van Alfen of Winters Fire Safe Council questioned Kurt how much detail they 
should be putting in their CWPP Project ideas.  

▪ Kurt Johnson of OES responded that as of right now the abstract is adequate for 
the CWPP application and the county will most likely come back for more 
information as the projects get closer to execution.  

• Quantitative Wildfire Risk Assessment-documents here:* 
Yolo County QWRA Overview  
Yolo County Quantitative Wildfire Risk Assessment 

*Both documents will be sent separately due to technical difficulties 

• Project prioritization will be done by the CWPP Steering Committee 

• Tanya Meyer of Yolo RCD showed the current draft for the CWPP project list and explained what 
projects the steering committee believe are “shovel ready” so far.  

• Heather Nichols of Yolo RCD noted that while there are a large number of projects on the draft 
project list, very few of them have abstracts or dollar amounts attached to them; when 
applicants are submitting their CWPP project proposal they should be including key information 
such as geography when necessary.  

• Rebecca Ramirez of Yocha Dehe Fire Department noted that the CWPP steering committee 
cannot look into a proposed project unless there is a detailed abstract attached to it and the 
current draft project list is a “Wish List”.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DdDv1wvr37Y1cXDrImDljZjl-_lSb2O3/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OqlFiCop7gzzhPudfccRJQYamlA87RHQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108279204917855350173&rtpof=true&sd=true


 
 

 

• Tanya Meyer of Yolo RCD highlighted certain projects on the ArcGIS hub site that are good 
examples of what a CWPP project should look like. 

• Heather Nichols of Yolo RCD reported that the Yolo RCD will be reaching out those who have 
submitted CWPP project proposals for more detailed information.  

 
 
Adjourn 

• Meeting adjourned at 5:08 PM 

• Next Meeting: Suggested Wednesday, Nov 17, 4:00pm  
o The Fire Safe Council will not be meeting in December 

 


