
 

 
 

 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 Wednesday, October 26, 2022 4:00-5:30 pm 
 
 
October 26 Recording Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQbGL79WlBA 
 
 
        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 

Chair: Chief Rebecca Ramirez, Yocha Dehe Fire Department 
Vice Chair: Jonathan Flores, Capay Valley Fire Protection District FSC 

 
2.  ACTION: Approve Agenda for October 26 meeting: First: Don Palm; Second Mayor Cowan; 
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved with noted exception: Special Presentation cancelled. 

 
3.  ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from September 26 2022 meeting: First: Chief Capitanio; 
Second Mayor Cowan; AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 

4.   Member Announcements: All 

• Fire in Winters 10/26: A structure fire involving apartments with elderly residents at East 
Baker Street early this morning; one resident assisted others and there were no fatalities.  
Many partners assisted.  Deep thanks from K. Laddish and other neighbors, and a reminder 
to consider multi-family housing issues in planning, and keep updated on codes and install 
sprinklers.  Mutual and automatic aid agreements: Reciprocity-based agreements are key 
in successfully working together and dealing with emergencies in our county.  

• Karin Young appreciated Pulse Point, which is free to users, and paid for by Yolo County.  
Please download this app—it crowd-sources citizens to do bystander CPR.  It also allows 
users to see fire district operations to stay informed. 

 
5.   Reports: 

• YCOES Report, including project updates - Mark Bryan reported: 

o New head of OES is Kristin Weivoda, who started 10/24. 
o Ms. Weivoda is getting up to speed and will be attending future YCFSC meetings 

• RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs 
1. Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Heather Nichols, YCRCD 

a. Please note that the November YCFSC meeting is the THIRD Wednesday: 
November 16 

b. YCRCD is giving an update presentation on the CWPP at the Yolo County 
Board of Supervisors meeting November 8, 2022 

c. California FSC brown bag meetings are still happening and are highly 
recommended as they usually have an interesting guest speaker.  
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2. Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs— Kate Reza, YCRCD  
a. CALFIRE is going to release a request for proposals for wildfire protection 

grants. 
b. Firefighter behavioral Health Alliance—suicide prevention in fire and EMS.  

Educational workshop for fire departments. 
c.  For info and support for each grant, please reach out to Kate Reza via email 

at reza@yolorcd.org. More information on grants can be found on this 
Google Doc: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1703hLTuBDRpsOKpUt6U2JHxN7
2lvWSE7/edit#gid=179676611 

3. Outreach and Website Development Committee Report – Alli Permann, YCRCD 
a. Yolo County Fire Safe Council website will be launched in November or 

December 
b. Bulk mailers were sent to Capay Valley residents to inform re: outreach on 

chipper and address sign programs 
c. There is still a survey on the RCD’s website for contractors that offer wildfire 

preparedness services to be featured on the website 
d. Currently 82 properties have signed up for Reflective Address signs with 130 

signs built and delivered. As well, 18 total properties have participated in 
the YCFSC chipper program.  Reminder: This program is not for agricultural 
operations 

e. YCFSC and SFSC did a booth at the Carnitas Festival in Winters in 
September; will be at the Salmon Festival in Winters on November 5 

4. Solano RCD/Solano FSC-Karin Young  
a. Solano FSC met on 10/17, next meeting 11/21.  May be hybrid or only on 

Zoom. Working on bylaws and the website using YCFSC example. 
b. Solano RCD is hosting a Native Plant Sale on November 12th at Ruhstaller 

Brewery from 12-5PM.  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley 

a. Moira Fitzgerald: a wildfire prevention training event was held 10/15 in 
collaboration with Capay Valley Fire Protection District in Guinda with 
activities and education to help people learn how to prepare and prevent 
wildfires. Well-attended by community and supported by CALFIRE. Safety 
demonstrations, bi-lingual handouts, practicing, and BBQ. The One Hundred 
Club donated funding for a new banner. 

2. Pleasants Valley 
a. Rose Lovall of Pleasants Valley FSC: the October 10 meeting was open 

forum, with lots of new members. Working on the 501c3 to become a non-
profit, and working on a capacity-building grant.  Congressmen Mike 
Thompson visited and will be dialoguing with local fire safe councils. 

3. West Winters 
a. Neal Van Alfen of West Winters FSC: there are several projects underway, 

and WWFSC continues to do more outreach to educate neighbors on the 
programs and projects. 
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6.   Yolo County Community Wildfire Protection Plan Outline and Project List 

• Heather Nichols shared the CWPP Project list.  There are five categories of projects. 
Heather explained the analysis behind the list. 

o We need to identify the difference between identifying a project and putting on 
the list VS. getting the private landowner buy-in for the on the ground work. 

o There are similar projects on the list; we need to think about combining them  
o YCRCD staff will continue to map projects as time allows. 

• If you are a project proponent, please submit a project form. We will put a summary of a 
project in the CWPP and a full description in the appendix. 

• Some projects have descriptions, funding range, and current progress while others have 
only a very short description. Many of the projects proposed are missing key information, 
so requests that people who have proposed a project please fill out a project submittal 
form with more information through the Living with Wildfire Hub site: https://yolo-
wildfire-1-ycrcd3.hub.arcgis.com/ 

 

 
7.   Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 16, 4-5:30 pm 
 
8. Meeting adjourned at 5:30PM. 
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