
 

 
 

  Yolo County Fire Safe Council 
  Monthly Meeting 

 Wednesday, August 24, 2022 4:00-5:15 pm 
 

        MINUTES 

Recording Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-b2nZuzPsI&t=15s 
 

        1.   Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: 
Chair: Chief Rebecca Ramirez, Yocha Dehe Fire Department and 
Vice Chair: Chief Brad Lopez, Winters Fire Department 

 
2.   ACTION: Approve Agenda for August 24 meeting: First: Don Palm; Second Neal Van Alfen; 
AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
3.   ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from July 2022 meeting: First: Jesse Capitano; Second: 
Wade Cowen; AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved. 

 
4.   Member Announcements: All 

• Chief Ramirez of Yocha Dehe FD reported that Chief Brad Lopez is no longer with Winters 
FD and no longer the Vice Chair of the Fire Safe Council. As well, there is currently a one-
year term limit for the Chair of the Fire Safe Council and Chief Ramirez has reached the end 
of their term.  

o Heather Nichols of YCRCD recommended that we amend the bylaws to include a 
one-year extension on Chief term limits, and that this should be put on the agenda 
for next meeting to be more thoroughly discussed.  

• Chief Ramirez reported the lower water bridge on County RD 40 has been replaced making 
it possible for firetrucks to cross the river and the ability to get to fires much faster.  

 
5.   Reports: 

• YCOES Report, including project updates - Kurt Johnson 
a. Kurt Johnson reported that a county wide test alert will be going out in the 

next couple of days through YOLOalert, this will be the same alert system 
used to notify the community of fires.  

b. Kurt Johnson reported he sent out Right of Entry forms to system 
coordinators throughout the County to start progress on certain high 
priority projects identified by the FSC, and should expect work to begin 
within the next couple of weeks.  

• RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs 
1. Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer, YCFSC 

a. Tanya Meyer reported that the next FSC meeting is on September 28th, and 
we have until then to consider a Vice Chair.  

b. Tanya Meyer also summarized recent and upcoming FSC meetings 
happening throughout Yolo County. As well as upcoming CWPP community 
events. She also explained that the CWPP projects are gathering much more 



input and a draft CWPP will be available soon.  
2. Grant opportunities update, tracking and mini-grants for FSCs—Kate Reza, YCRCD 

a. Kate Reza reported that there are several small community fire grants that 
have deadlines quickly approaching. She highlighted one in specific that 
offers money for hazardous materials to small communities with at least a 
50% volunteer firefighter department.  

b. Kate Reza also explained that there are several projects within the CWPP 
currently that fit the specifications necessary for specific grant funding 
opportunities that are currently open.  

i. Chief Ramirez asked what kind of documentation is required for 
these grants to determine if they meet the necessary requirements? 
(i.e. “low income communities”) 

ii. Kate Reza responded that this sort of requirement is usually 
determined using the census and base household income, also 
typically an “and/or” situation which means not all specific 
requirements are needed to be met.  

3. Outreach and Website Development Committee Report – Alli Permann, YCRCD 
a. Alli Permann reported that there were some software issues with the 

program being used to design the website, and once they are resolved a 
website advisory meeting will be held.  

b. Alli Permann reported that the first drop off to all locations has been 
completed and are ready to be picked up. She also stated that there will be 
a chipper day the upcoming Friday near the Capay Valley.  

c. Alli Permann also reported that she has flyers to share regarding the 
upcoming CWPP community event for Spanish speakers.  

i. Tanya Meyer included that they will also be the upcoming Hispanic 
carnitas festival.  

4. Solano RCD/Solano FSC-Karin Young or Chris Rose 
a. Karin Young reported that they are continuing to meet with a coordinating 

group to get bylaws/structure put together for the FSC and will be 
presenting the progress on this work at the upcoming public FSC meeting.  

b. Karin Young stated that Solano RCD plans on sending a survey out to the 
community within the LNU footprint of Solano County to determine future 
work that should be done.  

• Community Fire Safe Council Reports: 
1. Capay Valley 

a. Moira Fitzgerald stated that there is nothing new to report.  
2. Pleasants Valley 

a. Revalee Hemken reported that the FSC is currently working on their bylaws 
and improving communication.  

3. West Winters 
a. Neal Van Alfen reported that the FSC is considering neighborhood based 

Firewise communities.  
b. Neal Van Alfen reported that a High Fire Danger Area sign has been created 

and will be placed along Highway 128.  
 

6.   Special Presentation: Using Grazing as Vegetation Management for Fuel Reduction 
What to know if you are interested in using this natural, carbon-friendly method of 
vegetation management for fuel reduction on your property. 

 Christian of Perennial Grazing reported that it is quite important that if you 
are interested in something like this to have a conversation with whoever 
your contract grazer might be for both ecology and fire safety.  



 Christian of Perennial Grazing summarized what to expect from working 
with a contract grazer and ways you can prepared before they visit your 
site. 

 
7.   New topics for next meeting 

• Voting on new Vice Chair. 
8.   Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 28, 4-5:30 pm 


