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Yolo County Fire Safe Council
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, July 27,2022 4:00-5:30 pm
Meeting Minutes

Recording link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS8JZ7jnJjgM

Roll Call:
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Yolo County Fire Safe Council Stakeholder Members

Voting Members Super Majority = 14 (2/3 of 21 voting members)

American Red Cross

Audubon CA-Bobcat Ranch

Cache Creek Conservancy

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council

Capay Valley Vision

Capay Valley Fire Protection District

City of Winters

Dunnigan Fire Protection District

East Davis County Fire Protection District

Esparto Fire Protection District

Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee

Madison Fire Protection District

One Hundred Club

West Winters Fire Safe Council

Winters Fire Protection District

Winters Senior Apartments

Yocha Dehe Fire Department

Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services

Yolo County Board of Superviors, District 4-Provenza
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Saylor
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee
Yolo County Housing Authority

Non-Voting Members

CalTrans-District 3

Eric Sagara, Madison

ForEverGreen Forestry

Natural Resources Conservation Service

7/27/2022

A

N e

N

16


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS8JZ7jnJgM

1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: Vice Chair: Chief Brad Lopez, Winters Fire Department

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for July 27 meeting: First: Bill Weisgerber; Second Don Palm; AYES:
Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from June 2022 meeting: First: Don Palm; Second Neal
Van Alfen; AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements: All
e Tanya Meyer of YCRCD announced that she has received new wildfire preparedness
booklets from CAL-FIRE to disperse to other Fire Safe Councils in the County.
e Don Palm from the American Red Cross announced that the ARC can do educational
presentations for schools, businesses, neighborhoods or fire safe councils to help put
together an action plan for emergency evacuations

5. Reports:
e YCOES Report, including project updates - Kurt Johnson
o The County has finalized all Right of Entry (ROE) paperwork and will send those
forms out early next week for fuel reduction projects in Winters and Capay
Valley. Start date not determined.
e RCD Coordinator Report, including project update - Solano and Yolo County RCDs
e Schedule and YCRCD project updates—Tanya Meyer, YCRCD
o Brief overview of each local FSCs respective monthly meeting times as well as
the CA Fire Safe Council monthly Brown Bag Meeting.
o CWPP: Tanya has been presenting information on the CWPP and YCFSC at
Commissioner’s meetings of the local fire protection districts. Also holding a
community meeting in Guinda at 7PM on August 11.
o Chipper and address sign programs in full swing, Prescribed Burn Association
work will start in the fall.

e Grant opportunities update, tracking and announcements of mini-grants for FSCs—
Heather Nichols, YCRCD

o Grant opportunities have slowed down with fire season underway, however
there is one new Effectiveness Monitoring Program Grant to test CA forest
practices. NOTE: fire districts, special districts, non-profits and private
landowners can apply.

o Yolo County community Fire Safe Councils (WWFSC and CVFSC) can apply for
mini-grants up to $1,000 for outreach and education from the

e Qutreach and Website Development Committee Report — Tanya Meyer
o YCFSC website is in development and looks good. Launch date TBD. Bulk

mailing coming soon. Lots of educational social media post.

e Solano RCD-Karin Young has been preparing for the Solano Fire Safe Council launch
meeting at 6PM this afternoon. Hybrid meeting. SRCD will also be offering mini-
grants for community Fire Safe Councils.

e Community Fire Safe Council Reports:

1. Capay Valley-continuing to meet. CALFIRER Forest Fire Prevention grants will be

opening in September; Tracy Katelman suggests look at CALFIRE website to see past

projects, current guidelines and think about projects you want to do. If interested,
speak with Tracy. There is a lot of funding now to take advantage of. Website:



2.

Pleasants Valley—PVFSC received their FireWise certification last week! They have

eight zones, with captains, spread over 1100 parcels. Working with Green Valley FSC on
fundraising events in the fall. Next meeting August 8 for an in-person potluck.

3.

West Winters—WWEFSC and Chief Lopez worked together to submit an application

to the California Fire Foundation for signage in rural Winters to help guide firefighters
from outside the area. The signage will have QR codes with links to updated
information. This project was funded and work will start soon.

6. Special Presentation: Devan LeBlanc from Ember Defense, based in our region

Useful links:

Defensible space is essential, but homeowners can do more. Ember Defense can do
on-site evaluation to help prioritize risks and help mitigate them
Not all homes burn in a wildfire. Why is this? The Insurance Institute for Business
and Home Safety (IBHS) has done a lot of research on ember storms to identify the
weak points on a structure.
Homes can ignite from the inside out if vents and screens are too large and allow
embers in the house
Flame resistant building materials are key
Maintaining a clean site is key, but you can retrofit with special products for homes
in the Wildland Urban Interface
Proactive approach: apply long term fire retardant called “Fortify.” Apply at the
beginning of the fire season and it lasts all season. This is NOT a replacement for
defensible space.
Priorities to a fire-resistant home:
a. Roof and roof edge—keep clean and install a gutter guard
b. Attic and crawl space vents—special vents that don’t allow embers to pass
because air goes in through eves, out through vents
c. Defensible space—homes catch and trap embers. Defensible space in the
0-5 foot zone is essential to home surviving fire
Decks: clean out debris from under the deck and the interface between deck and
vertical wall or non-combustible material between deck and house
Siding should be able to weather the ember storm with 0-5’ defensible space
Double-paned windows keep radiant heat out of the house

https://ibhs.org/risk-research/wildfire/

https://emberdefensellc.com

OSFM Building Materials Listing: https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/fire-engineering-and-
investigations/building-materials-listing/

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/media/kmfiqck3/2022-sfm-wui-listed-products-handbook-06-08-2022-

ada-compliance.pdf

7. New topics for next meeting—grazing for vegetation management

8. Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 24, 4-5:30 pm

9. Meeting adjourned by Vice Chair Lopez at 5:07PM
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