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Yolo County Fire Safe Council
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, March 23, 2022
4:00-5:30 pm
Minutes

3/23 MEETING RECORDING: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuBHTVhDkIQ

ROLL CALL:
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Yolo County Fire Safe Council Stakeholder Members
Voting Members
Super Majority = 14 (2/3 of 21 voting members)

American Red Cross

Audubon CA-Bobcat Ranch

Cache Creek Conservancy

Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council

Capay Valley Vision

Capay Valley Fire Protection District

City of Winters

Dunnigan Fire Protection District

East Davis County Fire Protection District

Esparto Fire Protection District

Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee

Madison Fire Protection District

One Hundred Club

West Winters Fire Safe Council

Winters Fire Protection District

Winters Senior Apartments

Yocha Dehe Fire Department

Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services
Yolo County Board of Superviors, District 4-Provenza
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Saylor
Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas
Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee
Yolo County Housing Authority

Non-Voting Members
CalTrans-District 3

Eric Sagara, Madison

ForEverGreen Forestry

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Present
3/23/2022
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuBHTVhDklQ
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1. Welcome and Call Meeting to Order: Meeting called to order by Chair Chief Ramirez at 4:02

PM

2. ACTION: Approve Agenda for February meeting: Motion: Bill Weisgerber made a motion to
approve the Agenda. Second: Wade Cowan; AYES: Unanimous. Motion Approved.

3. ACTION: Approve meeting minutes from February 2022 meeting: Motion: Don Palm motioned
to approve the Minutes from the February meeting. Second: Wade Cowan; AYES: Unanimous.
Motion Approved.

4. Member Announcements — All

YCFSC Bylaws — Please turn in your signed Bylaws if you have not yet done so

Solano and Yolo County RCD Plant Sale, with a focus on fire. There will be talks on “fire-
scaping” and informational tables with local FSCs. Saturday March 26, 12-5PM at Berryessa
Brewery in Winters.

Members of Pleasants Valley, West Winters and Capay Valley FSCs are participating in a
defensible space ambassador training March 27.

PG & E is updating power lines in the West Winters area to make them safer

Roadside community chipping program available to fire departments from Ready Set Go
Perennial Grazing joined the meeting and hopes to get involved in local fuels reduction
From CA FSC Mike Wilson: 2022 SFA Grant funding is open:
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/grants-and-funding/2022-sfa-grant-opportunity/

5. Reports
Coordinator Report - Solano and Yolo County RCDs

The Yolo County RCD gave an update. Please see Coordinator report for details.
Coordinator report layout: YCRCD is dropping off grants that have started already.
-Bill W suggests breaking into categories of funded, in the application process, update of
funded projects-need to be easily digestible
-Chipper Program: YCRCD will be leading this with Early Action Funding. Yolo County
Flood Control is purchasing a chipper with this funding and their crews will be running it,
and YCRCD will be coordinating and scheduling
-Address signs: checking on standards for signage; now need a list of the addressees to
make the signs. Will need help from the community FSCs. This is not mandatory signage.
-CWPP: the CWPP Steering Committee is moving forward and will be deciding in April on
a draft outline as a framework for the Yolo County Community Wildfire Protection Plan
-Grant tracking update — Yolo County RCD—see the link below for updated Google
sheet. https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12c1FTS-EOtsECIICOPMkDGdcXWG78ud?usp=sharing
Solano RCD: Working on several projects w/ Yolo and other counties (RFFC and RCCP—see
report), and...
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-The County of Solano is signing the contract with CALFIRE to do a Solano County
Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Solano RCD is subcontractor with County; Karin
Young has been hired by SRCD to move this project forward

-Solano County is hiring another staff position with funding from the CA Fire Safe
Council County Coordinator grant as for fire planning; will work with Karin to coordinate
planning efforts.

e Yolo County OES Update: Notice of Intents were submitted to FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation
Program in February and more detailed descriptions are due the 2nd week of April. Kurt
Johnson is working with Capay Valley and West Winters FSCs to fill in project details.

-17 NOIs were submitted, 8 were denied, including public education projects
-Also working on getting a vendor for the siren research

Website Development Committee Report - Yolo County RCD hired an outreach coordinator, Alli
Permann, for YCFSC website and general outreach. She will help reach out to communities for
signage and chipper program. Alli will be starting on Monday, April 4.

* NEW* Chipper program advisory group—Don Palm, Neal Van Alfen, Mica Bennett. FYI --
Locals like to use burn piles, so there may be some education required to shift to chipping.
-Biochar kiln information: https://wilsonbiochar.com

6. Special Presentation: Chipper Program: wildfire fuel reduction in the Wildland Urban Interface:
Joaquin Pastrana YCRCD Grizzly Corps Fellow. Highlights:

-a chipper program low to no cost program offered to residents with RCDs and fire
protection districts to incentivize them to create 100’ defensible space perimeter and
reduce vegetation for better along access routes. Not for commercial businesses.
- Need large trucks to pull the chipper—often supplied by fire protection districts
-Labor-can be volunteers, FD employees or contracted labor
-chipper days—either announced for a neighborhood or a neighborhood can schedule,
or drop off sites for woody debris
-Serves residents in high fire areas only
-Residents do their own cutting during low fire season
-Chipper provides mulch and does not affect air quality due to no burning
-Question: can the wood chips be used for biofuel in this region?
http://www.calbiomass.org/facilities/dte-woodland-biomass-power/

7. Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 27, 4-5:30 pm

Meeting adjourned at 4:46PM
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