
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council 
Monthly Meeting 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 
4:00-5:30 pm 

Minutes 
 

Meeting recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUW0sIPVB0o&list=PLtbLjJ4hS7eFsHd5dy06tdHRg8eClDAnW&index=11 

 
 

Yolo County Fire Safe Council Stakeholder Members Present 

Voting Members 11/17/2021

Super Majority = 14 (2/3 of 21 voting members)

1 American Red Cross 1

2 Audubon CA-Bobcat Ranch 1

3 Cache Creek Conservancy 1

4 Capay Valley Fire District Fire Safe Council  1

5 Capay Valley Vision 1

6 Capay Valley Fire Protection District 1

7 City of Winters 1

8 Dunnigan Fire Protection District 1

9 East Davis County Fire Protection District        1

10 Esparto Fire Protection District 1

11 Golden Bear Fire Safety Committee 1

12 Madison Fire Protection District

13 One Hundred Club 1

14 West Winters Fire Safe Council 1

15 Winters Fire Protection District 1

16 Winters Senior Apartments

17 Yocha Dehe Fire Department 1

18 Yolo County Commission on Aging & Adult Services 1

19 Yolo County Board of Superviors, District 4-Provenza 1

20 Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 2-Saylor 1

21 Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 5 -Barajas

22 1

23 Yolo County Housing Authority
19

Non-Voting Members

1 CalTrans-District 3 1

2 Eric Sagara, Madison

3 ForEverGreen Forestry 1

4 Natural Resources Conservation Service 1

Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUW0sIPVB0o&list=PLtbLjJ4hS7eFsHd5dy06tdHRg8eClDAnW&index=11


 
 
 
1. Meeting called to Order at 4:01PM by Chief Rebecca Ramirez, Yocha Dehe Fire Department.  
 
2. Approve Agenda for November meeting: Approve the agenda as presented; MOTION: Kate Laddish 
of Yolo County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee; SECOND: Mayor Wade Cowen of the 
City of Winters; AYES: Unanimous. Motion approved. 

 
3. Approve meeting minutes from September and October meetings: Approve the minutes of the 
September and October meetings; MOTION: Kurt Johnson of OES, SECOND: Ken Britten of West Winters 
Fire Safe Council; AYES: Unanimous. Motion approved.  
 
4. Member Announcements – All 
Tanya Meyer of Yolo RCD reported that the California Fire Safe Council is hosting an Outreach & 
Communications workshop in Santa Cruz for anyone interested and will also be hosting another 
workshop in Yolo County soon.  

 
5. Coordinator Report - Solano and Yolo County RCDs 

• MS. Meyer reported that there will be several upcoming meetings for local fire safe councils in 
the following week. Including Capay Valley FSC which meets every Wednesday at 7:15PM; West 
Winters FSC will be meeting on either November 22nd or 23rd at 7PM; Pleasants Valley FSC will 
be meeting on December 13th at 6PM; Solano & Yolo Counties’ joint FSC Leadership Meeting on 
November 22nd at 5PM; and Yolo County’s FSC Website Advisory Committee will be meeting on 
December 1st at a time that has yet to be determined. Tanya also reminded the members that 
the Yolo County FSC will not be holding a meeting for the month of December.  

• Ms. Meyer provided a CWPP status update in which she explained that the CWPP Steering 
Committee had just met the previous week and plan to meet again on November 30th in order 
to prioritize projects. She hopes to share the list of prioritized projects at the January YCFSC 
meeting.  

• Chris Rose of Solano RCD reported that the three sources of funding that Solano has been 
waiting for (Department of Conservation, NRCS, CalFire) have moved closer to being released to 
Solano RCD and they are now actively looking to hire a Conservation Project Manager to support 
FSCs and act as Solano’s fire lead 

• Heather Nichols of Yolo RCD reported that the California Fire Safe Council Coordinator Grant has 
also been awarded to both Yolo and Solano County  

• Dodd funding update—Kurt Johnson, Yolo Co OES: Mr. Johnson reported that there is still very 
little information available in regard to the release time, guidelines, and process of the Dodd 
funding.  

 
6. Website Development Committee Report-Yolo County RCD 

• Joaquin Pastrana of Yolo RCD reported that the Website Advisory Committee has had one 
meeting so far, in which they looked through various fire-related websites.  
 



 
7. Guest speaker: Megan Fitzgerald-McGowan, Firewise USA® Program Manager, National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA)  
Megan Fitzgerald-McGowan of NFPA gave a brief history of the FireWise program, explaining that the 
basis of their message is informing homeowners about wildfire mitigation and things they can do around 
their home as well as the home “ignition zone”. She discussed the fact that the FireWise program hopes 
to educate homeowners on the importance of working as a community to help reduce fire risk in the 
neighborhood. (Currently 475 recognized FireWise Communities in CA, 200+ in just the past 3 years). 
She explained that a FireWise community does not need specific boundaries to be recognized, and it can 
be almost any group of people who chose to join together as long as there is in-between 8 and 2500 
dwelling units in the group (HOAs, Neighbors, Private Roads near each other, etc.). Ms. Fitzgerald-
McGowan went on to give more information about what to expect during the application process as 
well as what investments are expected post-application, such as a minimum of 1 hour of community 
volunteer service per dwelling unit in the community per year. Along with this, she explained that a 
committee must also be created within the community that will be in charge of creating an annual 
community assessment as well as a 3-year action plan.   
 
Ms. Fitzgerald-McGowan gave a brief overview of the “Assessing Structure Ignition Potential from 
Wildfire” training that could possibly be brought to Yolo County. She emphasized that the core idea of 
the training is to understand the principles behind the “Home Ignition Zone”. The training will focus on 
how to identify major risks when assessing residential homes and how to go about recommending 
suggestions to residents in order for them to make their homes more fire safe. The training is typically 
two days long, however there is not a set price as there are a large number of variables that the price is 
dependent on (amount of people, location, dates, etc.). Tracy Katelman of ForeverGreen Forestry 
reported that she has been in contact with John Griffin, who stated that the cost of the training would 
be $11,500. Tracy also reported that they are discussing the idea of possibly hosting said training in 
Winters in collaboration with Solano County as well as a second training in Napa County.  
 
Chief Ramirez of Yocha Dehe FPD discussed the possibility that homes assessed through this program 
could potentially be seen as “shovel ready” projects for the CWPP, Megan Fitzgerald-McGowan agreed.  
 
8. Community Wildfire Protection Plan Update 
CWPP Project table and ranking info—Heather Nichols and Tanya Meyer, YCRCD 
Ms. Nichols gave a brief overview of the new CWPP project table that has been developed with 
feedback from the CWPP Steering Committee.  The QWRA (Quantitative Wildfire Risk Assessment) will 
be used to rank projects in the CWPP. Ms. Nichols explained other criteria such as being shovel ready, 
whether a project form was submitted, and project cost may also determine selection of projects for 
various funding opportunities. She emphasized the importance of submitting a completed project form 
for your CWPP project proposal in order for the CWPP Steering Committee to have all the necessary 
information regarding one’s project. She also noted that the County Coordinator grant from CA Fire Safe 
Council is helping to cover grant writing for the projects on the CWPP project list. 
 
Kurt Johnson of Yolo County OES emphasized that those who are interested in submitting a project for 
the CWPP should, and all kinds of projects are welcome for consideration 
 



 
Additionally, Chief Ramirez of the Yocha Dehe Fire Department reported on the newly completed 
California Strategic Plan for Prescribed Fire, Cultural Burning, & Prescribed Natural Fire, explaining that 
California hopes to create a culture around prescribed and intentional fire as well as fundamentally 
reimagine the relationship between forests, fire, and people. Chief Ramirez noted that this could 
possibly be a good resource for the Fire Safe Council and CWPP to us in order to form their strategic 
plan. Heather Nichols of Yolo RCD noted that members of their field staff plan to start prescribed fire 
training. 
 
9. Accepting donations to the Yolo County Fire Safe Council 
The Yolo County RCD can accept and hold donations for local fire safe councils.  

 
10. Next Meeting set for Wednesday, January 26 4:00pm. 

 
11. Adjourned at 5:03 PM.  
 


